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FAITH AND MORALITY, 

FROM MAN'S CREATION 
TO HIS CONSUMMATION. 




By the very Reverend Father Nicola z 

of the holy Crofs , ExprovincJal ofV<C^'^^^ 
che English Recolleas, and Cha- '"' [^^^ 
pelain in ordinary to her f/ ' \ ]; 

Majefty of great . ^/; 
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TO H£R Most 

EXCELLENT MAJEStYi 

MAR Y 

OF GREAT BRITAIN 




ADAM, 



The great v^pojlle faint lameti 
Jkclaret that al otir hUJfmgs of na^ 
tme^ grace y or Glory , tUfctndfrom 
4hoJfe from the father of light yin 
IfihoM is fomJ ao shadoif of vicif^ 
fitUik , or chaoge : that Ti^e can lay 
no efferthgs mtr AhartifUth 



hate not parteet from kis k^ojs * 
tn fint, that 1W (dn giy>e him no- 
thing that hit not of his oTJw. Tet 
there is-pne tbrngrt/Ond that alone 
tfie can cal ours ^yphichit gratitude^ 
and that orAy Gad txpeilsfrom m, 
hecau/e tit a foice Ifhith kuedy pro- 
claims our dependency , and he's 
^reatnei. ^ - 

No'tfi , Madam, fotttdgn 
Princes are in the next degree of oh^ 
liging their, Ju^jtffii firfl y^e o>y 
unto them the duty of ol/ervahce 
an4 i^iet^ience , 1l>hiejb . exa^l. a 'great 
part 4if what YPe' havt y orcaadoy 
as trihutary to their. Dignity.; ntfet, 
^ht!^, they ate flta/ed to jfuptroAd 

dersr.fU fo.^nncapakU of , a ^.return^^ 
th^t HOi^fyd a necefity of haying, 



rtcours to ourproprkty of nature as 
rational yl^hkh is gratituch :for the 
Bmimmeof a Ben^aHor adds much 
to the vdmofthe gtft^andcojtifuently 
to a/pire to a compmjafton is a\trid 
of pre/umption in a JuhjeSl to his 
faloeraign. 

Saint Thomas in his rules of 
gratitude prefcnhes that after our 
dtfcharg of thanks y honor ^ and re/ped 
to our ^enefador , Ti?^ ought to mahf 
a return , if not proportionable to 
the gift receiJ^ed, at leajl to the ut 
mofi of our ahility\ hence '^il appear 
to your t^ajefly my poor condition, 
that after al the acknowledgments 
that can ifjue from a grateful heart 
for your uupri's^ahle favours , after 
al the tejlimorms of fuhmijfton ^ and 
venetatio^i due to your greatnes , and 



Ncifi , Madam, Pr&utHmti 
having /oordeunii that it camtout 
of tbeprtfs , a littti before that att- 
Jpiciom day Tfihich di/clofed unto us 
a glorious fun, our hopeful Prince of 
tfales jtifho revives the almofl u>/- 
thtrd hopes of al your true fuhjeds, 
and makes them blojjom forth anefl^, 
I Jay this pleafmg refttffion made 
me venture to pre/ent to your Ma" 
jefly on that hleffed day , together 
ffbich thefey a hymn of thanksgiving 
for that pretious gift , in tifhom is 
comprifed {after your Royal CoU' 
Jort ) al Tife can expect cf happines 
to our Ufrfortunate Country-, and 
J hope tdfo this pcPt^erful attractive 
may invite your Majejly the more 
/re^aentlj^ to take into your hands 



thtje poor fragments of devot'm. 
Thus with at humility ^ and in d 
duty Ifubfcrihe 



YOUR MAJESTY'S, 



Mod obedient SubjeA, devoted 
Orator j and Chaplain unwor- 
thy. 

B. NICOLAS of the 
holy Crofs. 



fbf , cither temporal , or fpiri^ 
tual, are the effeds of your 
heniga influences. Kowwhilft 
we enumerate thcfe your libe- 
ralities , 6 Bleflicd Trinity , it 
were high ingratitude to pafT 
over in filcncc this Choice one 
of your incxhaui\ccl bounty 5 
to wit, our. hopeful Prince of 
W ales J whom wc acknowlcdg 
to be your muniHceac gift, and 
rhercforc permit us to lay him 
at the foot of your facrcd Altar, 
and from thence convey unco 
your fupream.Majcrty the per- 
fumes of praife and thanksgi* 
vingi that on this day of your 
great foicninity, a foa is bora 
unto us , defign'd we hope by 
your. al-po7Vcrful hand to be a 



Prince of peace i to: fettle oar 
onfortanatc dtftraftcd Nation, 
vhich for many late years paft 
has by a ftrangc ftupidity ob-- 
^rnfted your mercy and its 
own hiappiiies. Next our hum- . 
We peatiok in his behalf is, 
that whc p the Grown ( of which 
he. is heir; apparent ): shal be 
due to hmj,.hc .m£y tjuictly 
enter into pofleffion ; Then 
may he be infpired jso shelter 
his three Kingdoms onder the 
patronage of yoo , 6 Anguft 
Trinity , and- that his power 
of Majefty may equally fway 
in al his Dohiinions. Give him 
wifj^om likcwife to govern ac- 
cording to your Holy laws: 
give him a heart of lattice , to 



reward merrc , and pcmish ofi 
fenders by this means may he 
pnrchafe to himfelf the' lover 
and fear of his people^ the two 
main pillarsof a C^ownXaftly^ 
after a happy rai^^and a life 
attempered with al Chriftian 
and Princely vertnes j inay he 
exchange: an earthly Crown ^ 
for one Celeftial., 

Amen. 



A H Y M N 

On the birth of bis Royal Highnes 

THE PRINCE OF WALES, 

The hopes of oar Crown, and 
the Crovt^a of opr hopes. 

§uis putM fuer ifle erit ? LaC. 

GR^aiG^d^ wb$fi . dl^mfe Providence^ 
Is the Ffime MixbHe from whmt 
At numan AShon flows : \- 
Xutv^tkamore endearing Love ^ 
With d feculiar eari - dioife y .t;*. r:.!: 
Does Kings dnd trwns dif^prt^ 
Accept tbe tribute of the frdife , 
yyhicb every lojdt fuh'jtSt fdys\ ' cvaI 

At this m^H'iidffy hour^ . 
Whin dh^fropitious nedfdm did [mile I 
And ppiil Hiepings on vur lie 

, t>id prodigdllj four. 
When you ' k kind of Sdviour fent : 
A Prince , our longing Uedrt's content J 
A favour mdeferv'd : 



j! Prince hy Providence conceived, 
S/ Pf^onder from the grave retrieved I 

B7 Miracle frtjerv*d : 
Sure , gracious God, this should frefage ^ 
He'll be the Vbantx of the Age; 

England's Redemftion's near ^ 
Since Jarocs and Jesus fo agree , 
Since 'tmxt 'em fuch affinity 

Does hitherto afp^af. 
jli J £ s u s in his Crib vpas crofi , 
J B s u s here and there vpas -i^H i • 
And fo to glorjf fajl t 
O mtl^J our hiffe's rjiviver toor^ j 
Irom fuff*ring to his glorjf go^ 

. Arid. fo. be cropftd at lafi. 
To fit him for this gmt deftgn^t ^ 
Give him , Good God ^ 4 foul diifine , 

, A brifti>e beroick heart : 
Hay paces al eoncinter there , 
Vertu^Md Valour xofinffhere; ' 

Th$,natJon to ^twert. 
So into Hymfis the noi/e of wars 5 
lightning of Cannons into fiars,^ 

WJl .fpon converted be ^ 
. . Jo, :p earls our tears ^ 
. . To fojfs our fejtr4 , 
And ev*ry foul to thee. 
Amen. . 




THE M OEM. 




HEN lcpnfidcr (0 
^ll);^^od) chofe infinit 
tmrcics yoa have be* 
fcowdoa cft^ the rnbfl; anWbr- 
thy oFyoor ccrcatarc$,yl coofes 
h puts' mie 10 a ft^nd^fo fac 
they futpsr jihy tetorrf I can 
hiake : hd#ever / 1 ietoliic not 
to be ftaind with the gailt of 
ingratitade ; v^hc^cfore for e- 
^ery beoefic of yours, which 
ate ss (o many teftimonies of 

A 



yoat Love ,.T prcfcotyouM"^ 
as mdny thanl;sfrcrm a grstc^ 
^eartt ^md fioce by no &b£9i^ 
dufnes ol^jnine, ! ean reach to i 
eompenfation , I ^ii ae 




^ omTs of <;reaeare$ Iier<^« 
figOttl to make hapif^y; wa^ 

^fcgl* roe a b^ifigi 

left MiUMi$ jtff crMtac^i .irt 
tbeii aothiiigit4^ ^(ie rame'?imQ 
he^ gf[w tnc bfjijig ji who xic^ 
lerM'4 M no mpfc^w they^fo. 
that ic#;is ^ pore efftSt ofhii 

ibre thceo^ Again i, he QOtoQiy 
fconfcc'!^ ©!^ roe a fimplc bcjng^ 
btrc. mi jctcJtnid; pae ; « jwKiclf 

A ij 



sHooId oever perish > a being 
iodQW.'d v^itk rcafon , and En- 
nobling this niy^ being ' with 
kms^tedg, wicfar liberty, and 
^ith a LfiWj that I noight know 
my Creator , that with a ^fr cdt 
Wrl T might acknowlcdj^. ixjy 
dep^ndanceoi) hini)an(} receivd 
his rotnttiands -i laftly , that 
1 rtiight be the ttibre eafil|ria- 
anfe'if tb pay him the jaft. trr- 
biite^bf bbedicncfei he rubje^ted 
al? the creati!iries of this' infe- 
fioV'vvbfid to'iiiansDofinintoa; 
nay &am'd theToh, moc^^ anSt 
thofe ' cclcftial bodies , for his 
ale and convenience, fience 
i conltder the cinineilc <]lgnicy 
of man , that vc'as cdnftitotcd 
Lord 'and maftcr of tbef oni- 



irers; Lions and Tigers were 
;iw*(i at the tnajefty of lii^ looks; 
al other creatares at his; beck, 
and giaing to every one its name 
conformable to its nature t 
by: which it appears how pcr- 
fedly he knew their proprieties 
and in(lin<£ts , fo the better to 
manage them tp the end foe 
ivhich they were created. No 
ftorms or cempefts , nothing 
in diforder while he preferv'd 
his innocence : dl the feafons 
of the year kind and foitablcto 
their proda<5tions ; no malig- 
fiaht vapors to blafl: a fresh 
xomplexion ; al things confpit 
ling to dchciace his renfes. 



fLEfLEXipN, : 

Ihe meffify of ffrdce. 

T Hq gift of cixatioa U h\^ 
giily to be yaloe4>aii4 
|alfly inerirs oar at^s oF gratis 
code; bat that confarvatioa 
(eems to lay li greater obliga*; 
tioa Qpon o^ v becaofe it is a 
jpaveoir «vvithotic iatertnlffion ; 
{or freatioa is bat one ad: ia 
oDr KiaKer, whereas C^onferva- 
fion is a prodo^^ repeacei 
as it were every noomenc* The 
like is r«qai(it aifo in the being 
of grace , for y/^ithoot a coo- 
pnoal r°ppjy of that foperaas- 
^ural qqality, vye prefcntly flip 
back into (in. Hence the condir 



hkiWh^nati tfcic one lid« we co- 
^det Vis iye!pfacdfl:aotg|rackQb 

«od on i^e <o4^f , fab Wealbiei 
And Imbecili^ loperforo? wfaaic 
16 igpc>d« Tiic toexl (rxt abao- 

aiming cliac ««caAOOt &«mc 
i( gopd iiip9igbc , fM^ DO|: 
fo snnck sa Mtc to do ic c^iii^ 
joQC tbc gr^ie of God. Saitu: 

tifieir $aiv«€ioa , wrichom 
iGodiovjcifig^ cbac aooe iavi- 
Sed c«n (I^Aaiiy .thing withoQC 

•pon^ to cjurj m tbeic good 
-W^pri^ i:o.itbs j»Mi ^ nnidi ^d 



ta, by $n hamble (upplic^tioa-. 

As' to the 6rft, that is exci*> 
ting grace , he offers it to al s 
for he eoligbtens al men who 
lenteir. in to the wbrU. As to 
fan^ifying grace, he bcftovvs k 
Where he finds a dirpoHcion 
on bar fide to receive it : foe 
qatare teaches that fortns are 
not introdacM bat into fab* 
{e^s 4i%o$'d fbrthem : the (but 
of a bead informs not the 
tVanck of a tree, nor a rational 
foul the body of a bead , be- 
caoie their is no difpofition in 
the^ matter : Co gtacC, being a 
fupernatqral fotm, enters not 
in to :i foal nhpi:epar*d ^r it. 

The remote difpoficions nn- 
CO g|race arc moral sl&s of vir- 



toe > as to give to every on^ 
what is his due : to relieve the 
diftrefled oat of a natural com- 
palfioo of their miferies : ot 
when a fioner prays to be freed 
iFrom his Hns without doing 
any thing more to the effc^ 
pf his prayer. 

The immediate difpofition 
nnta grace is Qfaaly reduced 
to the three Theological 
Vertues Faith , Hope , and 
Charity , or Contrition : by 
Faith we xapcivate oar under- 
(landing, and oar Reafon to the 
obedience of revealed truths; fo 
tiiat faith is the begining and 
Bads of our falvation. Hope 
rifcs to the erpe^atioa of ctcr- 
naf felicity i by the means of 



grace ( W^hich is puU ^tych) 
^ad good wcMrks ;'f6r jcould^ 
jsttaifl CO oat Salvation by d)9 
l^rength of pqr liatoral ^cal« 
ties , a Rcdcemtt hai bocfl CO 
lis aonecenTaryj Fear,huiiulityii 
Prayer , thanksgiving , and 9 
fcnfc of divine mercy , ^oald 
have foaod no admittance in 
par pre(bmptiousfniads:where? 
fore God hi$ decreed^ not 
to part wkh the pretioof 
of grace lidcs vye do bim the 
honor to expeiS: it ^oin hi$ 
hands , and perform fon^thing 
on our part. Cbatity unites a$ 
to - God by a Ipvc of 3cnct 
volcnce , reodring ddighcFnl 
to as what in fp to him » ^salfp 
ifjfplcafing.what is^d*ft*iif«ltQ 



4>ini : C> that we cjirrycd 
$>ti to contritioA by « fn<>tiy^ 
charity whicb otiay jnft^y bp 
certnd a k>ving dolor ^ or a do- 
loroQs Love. To coodifde ,our 
4klvatioti depends on GQd and 
•our £cfve«; lee us pli^y our pare 
and we are fccarc, Tb;t God 
j^nires Qor cooperation is an 
ei$«£t of hts go<>clnes , folc 
^bilft wediCpofe oar {ctvcs. by 
4mt own z&ims he makes jn$ 
as it were partners vvith bia: 
by this means oar Aipream fe- 
Jicity is derived udK) os in tl^c 
jxtoSt nohic way of parcbatc, 
.that is , by the cooperation of 
onr free vvil, joyocd A^vith the 
principal cauiejof oar jailffu?a*> 
Jtion/yvhtchis Qodi love ai&d 
mercy. 



( n ) 

As for Its final t^t&s ofpeti 
Avcrancc he only expels vve 
thonid ask ; and can there be 
any thing tnore indulgent then 
to fee a hand open to give, if 
vve vvil bat open our lips to 
demand. Now in this lafl: rc* 
Cjuifit, our unfortunate parent 
Adam was deficient , for trn- 
fting to his pvvn condition^ 
which appeard Co happy as to 
want nothing but his confum* 
mated felicity , behold him left 
to himfelf : and then what 
focceeded ? he began to difdaia 
to keep the garden of another, 
he would be a Proprietor, and 
be like unto God ; hence im* 
mediatly he was difpoyled of 
his pofedioos , thrown out of 



in) 

Pi^niife p diftarVd by reheU 
lioQS patlions , clouds caft over 
l)is aaderftaoding , which de« 
priv'd him pf the fpecious rays 
of kdoWledg which God had 
given him ; diktd , bc^aufe 
ftript, of .the veAore of inoo- 
ccoce : poor , hayiog forfeited 
with his innoceni[:e. al his trea- 
{vkies ackd rpvtreign^y* O how 
the fcent js fh^aged I hpyy 
difaftto^s; »te tki^.e^tc^s of jtai 
by. thi»^ exaii^le we miy 
karo fihe tfeceflSiy of prefcr- 
ving.grac^ ; for if in hcavea 
and paradife this was reqoiiiri 
much more ought We who are 
weakoed by the venom of ori^ 
ginal iio , fear the want of 
this conftanc fteeatn of grace : 



C'4)> 

#e-fifa^. ihitthtt coocfocle, ill 
jl dor part^to V wic obr S«ivft^l 
tidn with^foaf and ttctahHiag^. 
Satiric Paul 4(ri}ring^ Yve can noii 
^form tbe- leaift gisod ua^ 
begoB ^ hjsld Qtt i atid per^ 
fl^ded C To as to r end^ It mcri^ 

gtacfcof feocdi'!''' '■ ■■i^ 
S|>mtd9l gftaftefsi ptoCcnh^ 

iviiicfc vve iKs^ pitfetVA oor 
ii^iviis Inthe Ibiivt ^ce: tW 

ii (bchs tl^at- cdBld tiita tfcafav 
ty oi God hi c^tltaafted^prayer. 
tvoald do if J fof Ghrift oar 
Lb^d hath eiigftgcd '^is word 
htver to deny What: ii dcraaoi' 
ded by fcrveac prayer* ^Nay 



S XfiriibftQm iays thstt Coi 
ikoordi Dpbtcfliogs for us, and 
G^cpe£h only oar petition co 
deliver tkena oQC : ts if lafticdl 
obliged kim by vircoe of hia 
promifc ta Accord vvbat we 
asfc. Na)r it lias not only po- 
vt^er CO chravv from Kiot bkin 
Sfigs , but lyoevvifit to t)[« it|t 
lii^ bands} t&at be ; aot 

: bow r«(vcedy Sid : Cod 
egcpoftoUte ^itb Moipfcs cba6 
be« skonKi eeafe to praj^ : atid 
wby ? betkafe be migbt b^vo 
Kbc^ty to fel heavy ii|K>n bt< 
tfogracefni people. Nowyvbiill 
vfo lead tkele wonders , is it 
ttot 'tk greatet wonder bow 
mfta 40|n«i be ^ iai(er4bk> 



how he can gradg tbi^Iis ibi^ 
his creation and shamefully- 
itnk (torn a ftat^ of graee,- 
*kaving inch a povverfal engifl. 
as that of pi ay er y to fdctle , and 
iecare to him his find cqgI. : 
• But to take off Com part of 
our < admiration .,r .you mpA* 
know this trre(iftikble .cfFed^oE 
prayer is c andcrdl i to cettain^ 
eonditi«iisj;i wttboii t irvhtchi 
<jOd lends QOt hill ear to o»6 
fiipp(fcat^ions^th6r,they appcaiD 
^ever Co ^J^umble anid' eariieft i 
the firfl is , it muft he tbr 
Ibmthmg that ebiiduces to ial-l 
vation.: next, it muft iiTuefiroiQ; 
pure lips , and Rom a heart ifir 
fiocenr, and unfl;ain!d with (ttt 
|he la(l .k, that vve perfe^y 



(if ) 

forgive our enemies , ds irV<i 
dcluc Gdd sHoutd forgive us: 
if atiy of thefe be (granting 
itiay evacdaceth'e force ofprxf* 
tti ^nd render it iuefileftuat. 

The nete expedient is to 
avoid dangeroi^s occaiidns of 
fin :\Ve poiles oUt treafure in 
brittle caskets ; one Wanton 
0ance,dt amdtons ctpteffion> 
Bath oifc virfoughta Raw in thef 
criftal innocence of perfoni 
^Ho v^ctc looted apbn like 
Cedars eminent in vertae and 
fati^cy. Wherefore if we' 
prove fo happy a^ to be rcflo* 
red to grace by partieipatiori 
of the Saiciraments > tKo ou^ 
v^ooinds be dofed np ^ yet tc* 
nxeoibter out cnlemics^ are not 

B 



E '8 :3 

To qoel'd ^ bot they mayrdly^ 
atid make another attempts, 
oar pafHons ^ and Uhabits havo 
not ib given up al their righc 
to reafon and piety y as ta fe- 
cure as, from a fecorid revolt 
and ma^iny: iio, no, vyeoagbjt 
to live in a contindal di^rjo/l 
of our felves we ought to 
hold pretious the lead: degree . 
of grace> lince it is ileeped in 
the bloud of 1 Es a s-Ch r ist^ 
a flow/er produced; 6f a ti\orti . 
from his head and a balm 
composed of his fweat and- 
tear;;. It vvas the fenfe of mans 
frailties that c>cca|io|ied y' great , 
fcrvants' of God, to shrowd 
themfcjycs into dcfcrts j, ,aD(i 
little cclis>»^ that Uiey might 



( ) 

dot expo(e .onto hazard , and 
render ftuitlefs the ineftimable 
benefits of oar creation , con- 
feryation . and fedemptioo; 
let as remember thcn*th6 caa- 
tipn oor. BlciTed Savipur gave 
to his DiTcipIes, that vvhilll they 
«njoye4 light , they shojoldpre- 
fervc themfelves in light} that 
Is in grace, for fo they might 
be enabled to break thi:oa 
the mifts of fin which (nvoiue 
them in th^ darknefs of ingra- 
titude and preferve to thena 
^Ives the happy title of bein^ 
theKbns ofDght. 

Bil 



THE rRAYE.ft* 

ti^m/s, anddtfyud bhn ft/t fm 

iUpmdanti on ih txhib^hn ofytmr 
graces r anii^thit itmktefs mtifa» 
tndeamg providtnct : that 'Vhil^ 
hy our pfiVftrt tft Ahtnr jmr bk^ 
[tags nptm m,'»f attbe /am time 
Uttght bt mbte^ pf ih haai front 
Ithmt thy parti J : grata,iin k/eeck 
joa, that i» rendwg fm/faataSf 
of gratitude Tre may not only pro* 
Jerve youf favours , hut a^ eucreafi 
them : until richly Uien tfith merUt 
Hfe arrive at tie land tf Promifit 
Ifhm Ttft an t» reeetPe tk lafi 



If. THE BENEFITS 

Olf'THB SACRAMBHITS} . 
• ■ j|cXA-t* :«*■»»>« ¥*«(;.>■.. , 

Adam , Hpiic gr«ac aiul 
good (>od yiras M pU^cd to 
teuia tbe bovvels cS* <cQ9(>dr« 
fiofl , ftrcDtiaeiit of love 
tovv^ifds his.ii^forcuiufce (sKilr 
dren. Wherefore in the ptenir 
cade of time her(coc his etily 
Ion to pay raorom , ftn4 
reftofc us to tbe ri^t of ouc 
loft ioheritanoe : now a;s 
providential care had allotted 

B iij 



tctttcSles for our corporal \n* 
firroities, lib le^ vvas he foH'* 
^iFous |o provide againft the 
y vounjls vyc n^ight receive by. 

throQ tlitr vveaknes of 
our nature iftipiircd aA 
ligiflal' ftain : to this end- he 
inftituted the, Sacrana. yvhich 
shouW fmobth ttJto ys fhe 
Vvay 6f falyatJoi* j '^ad be as 
ccrtaifra<^u?d« A% t<5 cobdejrthc: 
jridf its' Irk! graces he has^'pur- 
chaje(J for Ss'fey his p^ciibns 
blerad ¥ftd padfl^ : fmce 
Chrift ' came to enaA ' a tavv 
oPgracfe he rcfiftV'd the infti- 
hition tf foc\v S*acratr|en?s as 
cbtifcr an inherent Sanctity , 
iintil his coming , as the 
paoil reasonable time borlx 



to iffat' fynh^^t ce/ltpionies 
of his love and mercy , as alfb 
to rcteiyc peoir niaa fo ^fthcd 
i;o earth , tl^ac jwithooc great 
cfiffifciiifty hib coold Aot apply 
Ki'riifctf jcp. wbrJs:s of piejjr in 
iH^t \^t^Kci '3iS to attain linto 
gt^c^' : but we here iti 
«^ttjc^4r cop^dc^ the Sacra- 
Scftt'7of Pciii jitfce ofualy fti- 
Icd^hfc fccqitdyUnk affcr ship- 
v^rScfe^'i Wgetber With the 
diifpdiihies that' pccar In the" 
pc^formih^iC ;, as alfo ih^ be- 
nefit^ 'atifingfroyn thenc^ , fd 
ta jcinjnterbailance the,appre- 
Keftdc^ rigors vvhicS afpeod it. 



f»4) 

- . , • . . * t • . 

\i , tbit the fffipi dif&nWpt 
^aFright .npi:, rather, it'^- 

gcfs a greater aoiffjoilty * 
to tl;e Og|it of Uc^d \wia«^ 
adds r^ge to Elep/^t$; t)^/eH* 
|bn is , where there is m^re of 
iiardsf>ip,thcrc iif nipre dFroerii:. 
in the c^vii la\y to conceal ^ 
confpi;(i»cy ag^in^ the King or 
^onlfxjppf calth j»th6 tP pccieryc 
^ fneod) a ne^ relation^ (lay 
even a Parent^ is cfteetnd pcttjf 
treafon^ but at the tribooal of 
j^enn^nc? (p conci^al ^ mortal 



tre^as isaa a6);ofhigh treafoo> 
jand the punishtniqnc jdccicei 
for it,bjcypod that of drying 

^aarctring. 
' The firftetffcmi^ partof iMi 
S^cramefit, is forrotv , which 
4i^ofef /or pardpPt Kow ch^ 
^rrow w^iph is abfolutely ocr 
f eiTary, ^ -np Uf^ ^\\[ (a^c^g 
is ^aUed Mtritioci : it rnringi 
^^tp an ^ppreheiilioo of eterr 
S(al paaisj^qnent ^ or privatiocf 
of eternal glory : and .albeif 
this imp^lies our oti^n intercH:, 
y«t tl^ere is intermingled with 
it ^, fear pf being fet at pcr-r 
pf^taal enmity with Cod , of 
pf incurring the lois Oj^ enjoying 
him in whom is conipris'd the 
^igity pf Saints : both ybich 



fappofe a knowledj of Go<f 
by aii a£fc of faith , which is ft 
feifr of the Holy Gbofti rcpre^ 
icnting the horrors of Hcl, aiiiitl 
the happines of "rtcavcn, C^- 
fervc likcwife, that no forrow 
which is pnrcly nattiral cirtf 
reach ( th6 fpyn'd wth the Sa- 
crament) to the rerhinioii of 
fip , bccaafc the Hc^y* Gtiofty 
who aloiic is^ the foifrdc of :lt 
SaixStificatldn ^ doe's ndt work- 
there. • - \ ; ' ' 
: Next, ydti arc to ktiovv thad 
this forraw implies a firrapbr* 
pbfe ncveif to r claps : and thii 
firm piirpcJfc inclndes the a>f 
voiding al imminent dangers 
of fin, without which the pur;« 
jwfc is trifling, and as it wcr^ 



pone : it is like ' fays Saint Bqi 
tiavcntare ) one that rcfolues' 
f»'o more to be bornt , yet ftil 
walks atnidfl flames : hence it 
is that thany perfcvcr in thcif 
tiricked ' wiys riotwith'ftan*' 
ding tk^y iifcc^iicnf this Satra- 
mcnt J while' they <JaUy "with| 
iDcca(ions of (in, aiid^yct hope to 
continoe -irihdee^t • a thing it 
poflible al to be 'ilw^dys bandl-^ 
lin^ t>i*cfe > and never dawb 
our fiii^'rs.' . . ' 

The fedond eflcfttial part of 
pcnn^iritjc is confeflion , a te«i 
medy that fccms bitter, and 
Scars-thc foce of fcycrity : for 
nothing is more repugnant to 
nature then to betray oncsfelf; 
Jfci to this we arc obliged \di 



(18) 

c^ts Sacrament how ^en caif 
k be a bleffiog wbehCo (everc? 
ihe reafon i^, becauie it leads 
OS to perform heroick ads of 
yertuf ; as to overconi our CcU 
yes, which U a greater victory 
tkea. that oF Lions : k pats a$ 
Dpoo the task 0f knowing oar 
khfcs , which is the higheil 
(uence j for thfre is ;iK>ta pufF 
of . vanity witjhifl as, grain of 
PfWc, afpai^kofctoncttpifccttce, 
rnvy, revenge, or the4ike, bni 
maft be ii^ed^ and layd open; 
^4 t]i6 this be barsH to rcnfc^ 
it is not Co to realbp » that conft* 
def s the exuberant frnit^ whtcb^ 
ppantervail the (Iruglings of 
fiatore. What large promifea 
yverc made to Abraham fop 



Bi o^cKeoce to Sacrifict his 
fea? A petiitent dothf more; he 
£i«ri(icc$ His sbaoie and bash- 
felines , his ftrong inclinatiott 
to* hide his impcrfeftions : in 
a wor^ , he becomes a ptrfc£l 
HoJocanft, accpt(?Qg bitDfelfco^ 
le a (inner, which is to df, a 
moral noebfog} nay Ite is car- 
lied on fofar as to aeknowledg 
thkt whic^aLmen abhor, thae 
is , to be angraiefal ; Many 
have been content to bear the 
ehara^er of other crimes, bde 
fo be an ingrare is a monftef 
in natare, and no where foond: 
fo be ovvndy of aclinovvleg'd» 
bnc in the Sacrament of pen^ 
nance. Whtrefote if felfdlp- 
nfil fet» ^ value opoti gootf 



yvor ks J tis r\o vvhcfc przSd* 
ied (o to the life as in Confcf* 
/ion ; and confcciaentty^ felftove 
is fabdueci, vyhich U a griat 
ftcp to perfe£bion j hence yoa 
tec that to fit oar felvesforthe 
due difcharg pf CoafeSion ^ 
we are excited to the mo(i 
generous a£ts of Chriftian ver- 
tues, as humility ^ felfdenyal, 
ind a perfet^ furvey of otrt 
own mifery. 

, Befidcs, iYyonconfidcrwitb 
zn unbyafsd underftanding the 
laying open of your moft fe- 
crei defers in this Sacrament, 
you Wil finrd no fuch horror 
as yon imagin ; nay tis a great 
relief in any difafiter: for when 
ovcrprcfsd vi^ith any affliition 



(i'f 

(.abAr4^ng from any divme 
precept) A^hat a. comfort it 19 
to have . a fttiad to whom I 
can (ecurely oabreaOf my fclf,' 
aad dilate Dpon my aggrievan- 
ces ?and th6 he caa af^rd me 
no remedy V yet.tis an cafe to 
dlifeoars of my misfbrtones withr 
him : how moch more Cbnfo- 
latoryisit.thco, v^^Ken charged 
\n?ith Go, to fly to the fan tana-, 
ry of this Sacrament , where 
I find the fecureft repofitory 
of my great concern > ^ friend^ 
ship above at the moft difiote- 
relTed^ that isy a pcrfbn emploi^ 
y*d' by Heaven , whofe office 
ia| to CpmpafRonate my cpn« 
dition, to imprint in me ahpP' 
tof of my crimes » and alter 



pidos loftrudtions for facor«l 
prevention, has p^^er to give 
vac in i& of oblivion for at 
that is paft,ftippofinga Gocere 
repentance , and a firm poif- 
pofe neve^ to relaps. 

Hence 1 wonder not oni 
great folemnities to behold 
Confcdjonals befet vl^ich Peni* 
tents , al preftihg for aodience, 
that their miiHecds mav be 
faz*d out from the eternal Dook 
of accounts , and they retorti 
IfghtfpiD, eniich'd With a ne^ 
being , more ptizable then a ha- 
man , nay Angelical being, 
ptecifely confidered in the O^- 
der of nature : I fay to behold 
this padionate crowding to 
be diabof chefi'd ef their ms , 

were 



lay 

inhere emoitgh metfainks to con- 
vince , tkat can not be the 
tSc€t of pQlicy/bUc fhbft needd 
ifTae fr oin a divine po#cr and 
inftitnrionk 

Satisfaaibn is the fimshin^ 
^art of peooance : for the iioy 
or goilt, is taken aivay before, 
ty vertnc of the other prece- 
dent parts i as alfo the eternal 
|>anisbni<;nt dae to Gtk is ex- 
cbanged into a temporal (a- 
tisfaSion , which U lacraihen-' 
tai f enjoy n'd by the Pricft, 
befides what the penitent does 
of his ovrn accord by fading 
priyet , alms, or any tWbrK 
of piety ; It contributes iike^i(e 
to conipleac this facrifice of 
)a(lice:u> Saint i^mbrofe terms 

C 



it j for 'tis joft that reparation 
shoold be made of Gods ho- 
tioar taken aWay by (iq , and 
as by pnlawful pleaiares we 
have trcfpaflcd agaiqft his holy 
commands ; fo in our perfons 
tis fit wc feel the fmart of our 
mifdccds. 

. After this Anatomy of pen-^ 
nance , let as fee what advan- 
tages accrue to a penitent^ and 
whether they may not juftly 
be put into the ballance with 
the bitter ingredients whereof 
it is compos'dr 

Firfl; we are tanght by faith> 
that ihis facramenc , pcrformd 
vith- al due circnmftances, enri* 
ches- Ds with fandbifying grace 
wbicb (in bad dcftroyd in o& ^ 
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ip that of iino^rs wc bccoiA 
jaft. Itis Ude vfc approach like 
(laves U^co with chains , bat 
tis to ,the end they may be fi- 
le4 off : 9fc approach as. ene* 
lAies to God > bat fvich hopes 
to retorn bis ftittids, rcconci'' 
led to the eternal Father. , by 
the merits pfChrift's death ana 
Pafljon , whofe pretious bloqd 
trickles down ppon os thro^ the 
Conduit of this tevivirig Sa* 
crament. . 

The ne^ct cffc^fc of peifnanc^ 
Js , that by the remifljon of 
fin , thofe ^ fts of vertoc which 
in themfelves were gopd , bat 
withered and bUfted while de- 
prived of grace , do rccouer 
their vcrdnre, a(nd fpring forth 



$n to merit wbenfoever a -foal 
is reconciled ri> Gdd by thii 
faerameni of pedfifftnee. • 

Laftly, it enlivens the est* 
piring foul to that heig^lt tHat 
ihc fccenj eVcri to have gain'd 
by her fatal blow s Cardinal 
Hugo giving to it hi forii con- 
iideration a prerogative beyond 
thatof innocence : (b mdch the 
loft frheep is valocd, that ack* 
flowledging his f&nlt and pro* 
tniHng amendment is born oil 
the shepherds shoulder s , as 
if in preference to the other 
ninety nine. For there is no- 
thing ibore ktiot^y then to break 
the chaih^ of vice ^ and pafs 
into the freedom of vertue : 
becaofc man is hamperd in the 



( 57 ) 

tltaresaeati of flesb>i'n nets 
of chCf^ocH , aod the wiles of 
SsHtwfk; (o thac to c:i:tricatie hitn 
delf from thc(e cpgageoients , 
and ^afs from vice to vcrcac is' 
ill foip fcnfis more then ricvec 
to have known , what /in is; as 
Saint Amhrore dyt , the me- 
mory to : have fallen from ju- 
ftice vvil render a penitent mo« 
re ambitious to raife himfelf 
in tibci ^ay of luftice and 
Piety. 

Hoiv joftly then may this 
Sacrament be tcrmd a recrea- 
tion or gift of a new being , 
more prizable then that of our 
Creation which coft Almighty 
God only but one word, one 
iingle Fi^ ^ while this other 



f 38 ) 

KVas hot pnrchafcd bot dt the 
*iatc of nts bitter death and 
padion. Wherefore you <^Dghc 
ijever to approach to this 'Tri. 
bunal without aa huroble'ack- 
lio^A'ledgment of mercy', ahd 
ibo mortal thanks for the Toper* 
iiitnral prodq^ion of grice, the 
greated of bencYits derived an* 
to OS by this Sacrament. 

THE PRAYER. 

OGoJy I adore yotfr Tia/Jom, 
"ifhitk iy wo admira&lecda' 
tr^vance hat fo dtf^nfU jow U- 
Uraltim in this facramnt ufpni,* 
vanre at fo ohligt us to fearch inta 
theJiptkf and nature of our "founds 
fia , thai htin^ tonjcioui cf tht, 



tkn^f M linight ren^tkr us th mcpji 
Ji^Cftous to/eefi a remtdv, and U' 
€tnf thi th^e grtatfkt for the'tnn\ 
I aelm m- kf. yw^^^^odius in.pref* 
crUmg fuc^ ingtAnts , as hting 
ext^y prepared •ifil noi only /t$ 
Us right in om ch/im to yair 
Kingdom , htt alfo Enmatfe out 
trea/uret there i Grant there/ore , / 
iefeecb you^ that approachingto ihk 
Holy /acrdment , ' mf love may hi 
d^ntereffedithe account of my faijm 
kngs made Tutbout difguife , and 
my return for "^bat J o'^compleaUy 
jufl : this done, I claim your /acred 
from^e that the pardon I receive 
here , may he ratifiid in Meafen, 
Ameftt 



6 ^ A F F L I c r r o «; 

T" as .<?9«*"cl6r tKc natfirt^ 
JL/ qf a BjPn,cfit cvh-ich cpqi 
Sfts citjicp^ lH« prcfcryation 
from fom-E^yii.it'Qf col* 
iatiqn of goo4 > 
citherat prefetic, or cercaiti 
means to iead us to it ; now 
this definition very aptly qna^. 
drates witti aflfli^ionS| for ad^ 
ycrfity gives check to the moft 
part of thofc vices incident to 
inankind : ad is the fecured 
clae to guide as to our fine! 
end and foveraign good. Whe- 
yeas on the contrary,Proiperity 



( 4f ) . 
4999fk UHrfirom thft pra^iTc; of 
vcrmc. datrics, on tt> ^Ica^ 
furcs, and a ncslcilof oar du- 
ty to G&fVftffTiog in OS al re- 

thor or aur ^€i^g».Q»vid,wiiilft 

under the perfecution of Saul , 

was TA^mo dccbiding to^ (jqfii 

own httact) bac^when vidlioriSjs 
OTebbisEnemajsVia the etifoy«« 

merit 6fi al: eafif cafid - plenty 
he itlfttbid witlb-di^ (Srtme& oi^ 
Adolcei]; and Homicide. Hi# 
ion Slalpmohy'floAting in a fes; 
efprOfjpenty, became the mod: 
unfortunate of men : in a ivord, 
oar BleiTed Saviour confirms 
Uiis truth by an open decla- 
ration , that thofe are happy 
who ftttFcr perfecution forja- 



( 4* ) 

ftbe Take : adclittg; thii? Mir 
is the Kingdom of Heavetf^ 

|^EFL.|^I.QN. ; •, 

Af^hn ihe tm haig of 4 
Chr^ian: 

THat m might not repine 
at oor . conditioo-in this 
mortal lifbt W^hich is a warfare 
qpon earth tefet wi^b dan«> 
gers and hard$hip ; ^rTwect 
Redeemer makes oCc of an ar« 
gamenc to his difciples , ( and 
in them to al mankind ) nn- 
^nfwerable , and which admits 
of no reply , faying , I have 
prepared a Kingdom for you , 
but tis apon the fame terms 
my father gave it me j I have 



U3) 

»a(fe tt^s parchale ibr ydd afl^ 
a dear rate , wherefore yoq 
mol) be cbkitenc to go fom little 
share ; Bat vvUhaT he hhits 
thiscom^tythattho theii^rld 
shooM tt)ayce , ahtl . they ' ^ 
fad', yw their 'fadnes snodld 
be iCoaf^fted iil fo-'eddles^ foyt 
oay hf adds yet ai inort chatf 
rnitig reafon t0 Veep -np: out' 
fpirics in iM^iqns ; the vi^orM 
( faya -he ) wil pf^rfecute yoo* 
becaufe yoQ are mine , fo thac 
when we rofFcrfor jofticc fake, 
he owns it his quarrel, and wil 
not fail to render us vi^orioos 
if with firm footing we ftand 
the brunt bat one moment t 
for indeed the cours of this 
life is but a moment, i\ay no6 



(44) 

sbjVTItHi -oawcaricd k*. 

4Jjt(>ftchdk^3cf,natt«^ and ja* 

f^.^^ a gsil^y .1con£iieac9 , .aVel 
imil carHefion to thcipvifichafei 
off^R catltWyAGrowhV. whilft; 
v^ijj^ P|^iec^c« ^ qniec (abiiii0ioti! 

^c^^dea in- ^m^o^. afPain , to: 
getter wtcK tb^ hacmony of! 

irtnocctic in tcrior , we; may 
r^curt to oar lelves a Crown 
Eternal) and which shal never 
be ravish*d from as. Tis jaft 
then that thofe who ftand 
Candidates for Eternity, shoald 
not boggle at the conditions 



fiop(&i hy the Son of Gdcl 
for its ieq&iiition' : he was not 
Crowod'WjihgfoTy til thejEVvs 
hid BrSt placcd^'i Diadein of 
thorns upon Ws hc*l : he ra- 
Aed not the fweets of cptifoU- 
don , before he had cifRed gal|> 
ftnd vinegar: and why al this^ 
Saint Peter tells ns, that we 
might trace Kis fteps : bclie^ 
Ying that nothing could have 
% greater influence to imitation 
twn the proffifeft of his own 
a£tion$. Saint Panl aflures ns 
' that whom God has predC'^ 
ftinatcd , thofe he moulds to 
the fefemblance of his onlf 
fbn , cloaths them in the fame 
iivery , marks them ^ith the 
fame ilamp^ , and gives them 



i ^) 

the hxiprcfljori of; fuflcnngp 
With his oyya fcal : vSfjsct^foft 
I wonder noc if the loft be 
nyled by Saipc Peter the ftpne^ 
oflife, defignd for the ftrudqre 
of the Coelcftial Hierufalem « 
jioce they are daity pared wirh 
the chizel of advernty , the 
better to (qudre them. for. a 
place in that noble cdiEce. 

Chriil oar Lord as man^ 
t)oth by word ift the Patec 
Kofter , and by example on the 
Croifsj .fpanifefted bis perfect 
fubmillion to the wil of his 
eternal Father y who had de**, 
creed he should not enter id 
t'o his , glory bnc by the way 
of fufFering : why should noc 
we hkevyife acknowledg an ab<^ 



liKe dcpeodance on bis fit^ 
ed difpenfations to tm 
interns in this life ? let him 
lile or frovrn upon as we 
c fare tis for our good* Oac 
xdience daghc to imitate the 
itnrc of faith , n^hich teaches 
i fublime myfteries are not to 

■ dived ia to by the sharpnes 

■ onr wit , hdt with a kind 
- fimple jvisdom , Embraced^ 
:Iieved > and Adored. So in 
Iveriity, onr mind, as relating 

Divine providence, ooght to 
; blinded , and no rcafon 
fcofsd why God doestvil, or 
'trait OS to Cufkr, Abraham 
hen he received that feverc 
>fnmand to (acrifice his fon, 
ifled ajr haman > nay Piviod 



ititon which migbrahy K^iji 
put a (lop tb his obedience^ 
and ftrugling ^gainft the light 
of reafon , and tcndernes 6f a 
fa.thcr he proceeds to the Exe- 
ciitionof Gods Ordets. Where- 
fore we obghc to look npoti 
ic as a teftiiivony of oar faith 
when Wifely we Uhderfiand 
iiotihe myfterious ptoccedings 
0f providence incur particular 
concerns : leaving out inordi- 
Kiace wil to be regulated by the 
unerring dire^ionof the DiviilV 
wil- The chief felicity of 
the . ElelTed confifts in this i 
that the wil of God ii becom 
their wil ; could vve attain to 
(his : conformity , vVe shonid 
he above malice ^ or misfortn- 

nes; 
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iie^ i and as the Philorophei-^ 
ftone tafns al it touches into 
Gold i fo should onr patience 
convere al pain into pleafurd 
and al anguish into delights. 

How juftly then may afflic- 
tions be termd the benefits of 
God finee by them ^e are made 
the lively images ©f his fon t 
andbythatfimilittid^ we hold 
ear title and claim to his rich 
inheritance : why then shonld 
Vve not fet i Value on fickneS| 
lofs of our goods, or any other 
unexpeaearoisfortane , when 
patienct and reiignation wit 
infallibly open as a pafTage 
into heaven? 

After this Divine Artiff had 
laboar'd to shape os to his own 

D 
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likcncs by fafferingsj the next 
topick he lays hold on to keep 
ns in this form and tnoold; 
isinrcprcfcntingtons the little 
duration which attends ouc 
afflidtions here i the holy fcrip- 
cure delineates to us the bre- 
vity of this life nnder feveral 
Emblems , as of a flower, a 
shadow , a blaft of wind , and 
the like; al to fct forth how 
foon it Aides away :fomtimes 
involving the shortnes with 
its mifery , tis compared to a 
woman in labor, vvhofe pangs 
are very fmart, but not lafting; 
and the pain is mitigated byex- 
pe^ation of a fon ; by which 
is inlinnated that the hopes of 
Beatitude ought to fweeten 



Y5'). 

si the bittcrncs of a(lvct(ity4 
That great Apoftlc Saint 
Paul , who received his com- 
Hiiffionfrom heaven to inftra^t 
the Gentils , tels them in the 
firft place that the time of this 
life is short j he adds , that if 
ihc^ be nnder preflures, they 
may vvccp , but fo as if they 
did not vvccpi that if they had 
a day of funshine they might 
rcjoycc, hot fo as if they only 
made vvrinkles in their face ; 
that they might make ufe of 
vvhat goods they found here, 
but in iuch a manner as if they 
vvcrcvvholly indifferent j and 
he gives the reafon , bccaufc 
there is nothing here we ca call 
ours ; iincc vvc are not fccarc 

Dij 
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of the pofTedion for on fot« 
tnomecit:conreqQ^ntly we are 
not fayd propei;ly to poffcs 
jt : wherefore tis only like a 
fine Parade , only to be feen 
in pafHng , being always ia 
motion, 

Saint Gregory makes a Urge 
Panegyric of afBi<S^ions , firQ: 
" in that it compels pstoflyantd 
God , for when our Saviour 
had foretold his Difeiples the 
fcandals of his Paflron , and 
how the world woM alloc 
the fame meafpre to them , he 
tcls them why thefe sharp 
decrees are made; bccaufc (fays 
he) yoB should fly to me for. 
fanftnary , and only within 
my arms feek confolation and 



( ;3 ) 

kcatity. Again affli(S^idns draw 
God CO ns , for he declares by 
the Royal Prophet he cannot 
leave the aBi^ed alone : where- 
fore yoa mud hot think in 
tribulation , that God is not 
with yoa , nor that yon are 
iabandoned , if he free you noli 
W hen you would : for he hu-* 
mors not your wit , but does 
that which is dioft expedient 
for your good. 

in fine, Saint Gregory fays 
the |u/l are like to fjre wript 
op in a flint , not a fpark ap* 
pears nnles forced out by vio- 
fcncc : fo the vcrtiie of good 
|>errohs are undifcovered til 
afHidtions make them break 
forth : tis then their patience, 



I, 

0iatt yertuej y 1 may he though 
Worthy to appear in yoiar fttjence , 
0ni partake of tho/e ineffable joys 
nferutd for [neb Jttffn here far 
ndme* Amen^ 

THE PROEM. OF StN. 

MY GocI, after the medi-r 
cation of your nercyes 
^nd benefits, ^ho could ima^ 
gine ( had noc dear experience 
convinced os ) there could be 
fncli ^ tnonfter as Hn : good 
%\xxn^ penetrate 'the hlgheft 
monntains, overcotn TygerS| 
yet they work nothing with 
nngratefol man : give me leave 
to defcant upon this wonder, 
that finding one the accurfed 
^aufc which gives bictiix %q Cvx 
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it ttiaybe ftifled, and no mot^ 
ficftrcy ip^ortanate foak 

IV. THAT SIN IS 

opposiT to reason; 

WHat a horronrco con* 
(ider how mon(lroas 
a thing fin is , that doth eva^ 
cuace al the defigos of God 
ID matis creation! for what con* 
trivance has not oar dear 
Crcatot fee on foot to prefcrvc 
us in innocence : fir ft imprin- 
ting in oar natures an innate 
Inclination to felicity j then 
ftrengthningthis tendency with 
gracioni promifes of a Beati- 
tude which comprizes al good 
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imaginable : and leifl the 
Charms of happincs might 
not prove fufEciently efficacious 
to keep us in oiir diity , he 
was pleafed to add the ttrrours 
of the greatefl; defolation that 
can enter into our thoughts : 
but alas man is fo unfortanate, 
as neither the love ofhappi- 
nes , nor the fear of mifcry , 
Cftn give a flop to bridle his 
inordinate appetite unto Evil. 

REFLEXION, 

Sin is a fort of madm, 

ALmighty God dcfigning 
to make himfelf our fi- 
nal end, was plcafcd to pref- 
er ibc a rule vvhich wc are to 
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obfcfvc thai wc may arrive at 
this oar ultimate Term : this 
rale is , to feline K^bat is oppofif 
to rea/ott , 4ttJ hy Him frohi- 
hitedf and perform If hat is con forma- 
bU to reafon, and by him enjoy nd» 
Here wc behold the goodnes 
of God, that having fubjedtcd 
al the Creatares of this infe- 
rior world nnto man* j him 
alone, as a noble Crcatprc en- 
dued with knowledg and on- 
derflanding , he would honor 
with his commands : and fuch 
as the prevarication of them 
feems a myftcry hard to be on- 
ridled. For in the firft place 
he forbids nothing but what 
our reafon goes along with, 
and judges not fit to be don : 
nor does he command any- 



thing but what oar ovt'a reafon 
approves, as dt to be put iti 
execution. Hence a (inner at 
the latter day with great eon^^ 
fuHon wil find his owti rcafoil 
to rife ap , accafe > and pUy 
the chief witnes agatnft hifiii 
wherefore I Wonder not if 
Saint Ba(it ftile iin a branch 
of madnes , for it pofliblo 
that one in his right wits shonld 
wave the coortship of a God 
omnipotent , who hath fiU'd 
him with bl^llings liere, andte-* 
ferves more for him in Heaven; 
to dote with an inordinate af** 
fedlton upon a creature that is 
a (ink of corruption , and h&i 
nothing to make him great oc 
happy : to <]mtt the aathof of 
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reftfon and lading joys for 
moments plcafurc. Nay, the 
fame Saint ajSirms chat by Cm 
wc loCe one firft andcrftan- 
4ing which is rational, as if to 
it fucceeclecl another which fa- 
vours of a Bra(ish nature , Co 
he fcems to infer that the foql 
by inordinate a^s becomes as 
it were earthly and fals firom 
the dignity of its creation. 

The fifft effta of fin's fren- 
zy We behold in Lucifer and 
his adherents ; for they knew 
before their rebellions aft, and 
believed God to be omnipo- 
tent, and that any attempt a- 
gainft him would end in their 
facal ruin : yet when once they 
had given eopfeat to whaC 



pride, and ambition prornpted, 
like farioDS bcafts dcvoyd of 
reafon theyftrackat his Thro- 
ne and Scepter : for which 
they were banished Heaven , 
doomd to Eternal flames, and 
above al , their greateA pnnish* 
gnent is, not to be able to (lifle 
theit reproaching reafon , nor 
forget the lofsof their fovcraigti 
good they have incnrrd. Thus 
yve (cc that Gn often poshes 
OS on to attempt not only ir- 
rational , but even impoffible 
things. 

. The next fad example we 
feel in the difobcdicnce of our 
firft Parent Adam, who veftcd 
with original jaftice , endued 
with knovvlcdg even to pcrfc- 
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(^ioti, had his choice oF^Iche 
delights that were in nature ; 
yet his dependence on God 
(lack in his ilomackj he would 
be his own matter , and like 
unto God : this tickled his fan* 
cy , and carried away with a 
paflion of Pride, drew npoti 
himfelf and poftcrity al the 
miferies now incident to raan- 
kind. 

Thps we fee the irregalac 
motions of fin j firft infringing 
the lawis of God , next the 
law of oar reafon and fo de- 
ftroys al that is man in as : 
for oar underftanding clonded 
with the darknes of fin , like 
one intoxicated with wine , 
knows he has. a habitation, 



bat eannot make one! tight 
ftepw to it : fo a (inner has a 
eoafusd notion of his foveraign 
good, bat over whclnid with 
pafHon, which is then his gaide, 
he fals into a Labyrinth of 
vitioos a(5):s, which grown into 
a habit bring him at laA to 
his inevitable ruin. 

To qondade, this diilemper 
by Gn is more eaiily prevented 
then cared , becaafe when once 
It has taken hold, al the power 
of nature cannot reftore us to 
oar former condition. Now 
^isfoveraign Antidote is Faith 
a^taated and ronz'd up : for 
we believe a mortal (in dcpri'* 
yes OS of grace which is the 
greatcl]; of misfortunes : we 

like- 



iikew'ifcbcncvc that by Gods 
4^ftiDg grace wc may bccoih 
vi^rlous in any temptation; 
why then arc We not? tis bcf 
caufe par faith lyes a flcep^ and 
is as it Were dead in ns : foe 
did we coniider what &ith tea- 
ches concerning fin , wc could 
not a£t To contrary to oorown 
rcafon an4 eternal intereft; 
Hence the Prophet leremy fore 
told that the earth wonld 
be filled with c^efolationbecaufe 
there is none who look be< 
fore them , hOr weigh the con- 
(eqoence of tfecir aiStions. Thag 
an nnfortunatt finner, declining 
the n(e and di^amensof faith^ 
may jaftly be %ld a Cfariftian 
only infpeculationjbnt in pra- 



<ajcc a mccr infidel , nay wwfcj 
for one has the gift and HgHc 
of faith, whilcft the other alas 
grope$ only in the duslcy lighc 
of nature. 

Nay would men make nfe 
of their rcafon the very corn- 
lines of yercue, and its intcred 
would he fnfticienc to deter 
them fiom vicious fi6J:ions: for 
the greated part of mankind is 
induenced a^id attracted by 
whit is cither.: delightful, glo- 
rious , or beneficial and in at 
thefe three vertnc has the pre- 
eroincnce. If the humor of 
Ambition (vvay in yon , what 
hbnpr fo grcar as to be good .* 
ijc draws veneration even frooi 
eDcmies , that albeit they pro- 



f ecote. their rage as to the . ex- 
terior , yet tncy ftil retain a 
value of the pcrfon in N^ifKom 
Vertoe shines* Princes receive 
not the duty oF Obedience, nor 
Nobles, the Ccreisonies of rcf- 
pe<5i-, but opon fappodtion of 
mtue that rcfidei^ , or ough( 
to ie(ide in them. Arc yoa 
bewitched with the fpel of 
Avarice ? wh;^c treafure to be 
cotnparcd to thofe riches pre- 
pared in heaven for the re^yard 
of vcrtncs? Riches , not liable 
to ruft , nor to the fear of the 
hapd of rapine. Befides , the 
coqapetcncy they enjoy cohtri- 
bates by a moderate ufe to chieir 
bcal(h,difturbs not their fl«p, 
and what is unneccfl'ary jsVrit- 



ploycl ifbr the rcticf <rf the <Jit 
treUed,who are to be wknefleft 
for their claim to eternal fel^ 
dty. Are yoninfWted with the 
poifon of voloptQODrncs r ver* 
t')e aSbrds Satisfaction of the 
mifid^'fi^hich beitig towt vpar^ 
and fo^id then thofe of the 
body, does coniequeAtly ttiuch 
oiitftrip them in worth and 
exceHcnce. OVhat infattiatios 
then to break the laws of God> 
ODr reafbn , and thofe ofitien^ 
( for 'al haman laws ordam 
punishment for (in ) and-' by 
thefc exorbitancies fotfeit tht 
honor of vertoe onHaind, no* 
fading riches, and pare deli^ts> 
which are not heel'd with re- 
pentance , infemy , nbr a cha- ' 



\ 



Hfifieoe withooc end, which 
xa the ofaal confe<jucnccs of 
nhappy (in* 

THE PRAYER. 

tarn "ife ought to fUn ouit.aSimf, 
mi^ tin inco^aui T0tilres of tint 
7aHftg 'ifopld I enlightat iy> mH" 
tflmMtt^ iMtk the Jtendar of 
mr holy^irh , that hy its hifinentt 
§*'liitg the chads ef fiu^ my rta" 
« ]oynd Teitb your graet , may 
tftrv^ irf "BrfM/a tht Mtx cf 
mrhafycommandtyaml prtpOrem 
• <^4^ (P9lfn of juffict yoH h^tiK 
9mi/ldto thoft -Pbo peolft faithful 
't4ft jomr feryUu Amtn^ . ^ 
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A SINN E R IS 
INJURIOUS T o god; 

•TT^ Here w nothing more ra- 
H; tional then toacknowlcdg 
that Gods fupreatn greatnes 
exads a reverence and refpe^ 
from al creatures , that his in- 
finit goodnes merits al love 
and fidelity : that his judicial 
poviver as being Jadg of the 
living and the dead , ought to 
beget a fear and trcmbhog in 
us ; yet w4iat a borrour to con- 
fider that a flnner denies him 
al tbefe juft rights : fecting his 
laws and commands at nai^ght^ 
and by a Grange impodcpce 
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dating to wrcft his fccptcr from 
fiim i for God cannot be God 
tinlcrs he bias in abfokitc 
comrnand oocral creatures j and 
this prerogative a iinoer to his 
utmioft rcfufcs. . 

R E FLB X lO N. 
. . Sin is 4 pfrfc0 Kekllioii, 

THerc is np crime in a 
kingdotji or Common 
wealth fo pernicious as that 
of rcbcljioti J tis like a plague ; 
for from one or two fuprcamly 
fadiouiS fpirics a whole king- 
dom is fee in a .flame : jurt; fo 
9 finnct difpcrfes his -venom 
throd the wl^ole frame of 
manj who is within h^mfclf 
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a little warld : icooployiog thft 
noMe endowments o( his mind, 
CO wit, "his andcrf^anding, wil, 
and memory, which ate the 
great pcrfc£fci6ns of his imnior- 
taifoul, to that degree as to 
mantain a war agaioft bis fovc- 
raiga. 

Firft, whereas the ander Han- 
ding oaghc to reprcfent unto 
the wil the happines of onr 
final end , and the lovely shape 
ofverttte,as the dclightfal tneana 
to attain anto it; on thef con- 
trary al blinded and overcall 
with the exhalations of fin , fcts 
before the wil mecr iilnfions 
and 9oanterfcit bbjc(as , which 
bear the face of fora little good, 
but intrinfically are pernicious^ 



\ 
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leavirtg in conclunoti nothing 
behind bnt a bitter and diftaft- 
tul remembrance. 

gain » Vchereas the wil has 
for its ch\c^ what is good » 
nay cannot covet evil nnder 
the notion of evil , yet allwcd, 
and gaind by the infalting ap« 
petite , iembraces a creature in 
defiance of its Creator , loves 
what it ishoqld hate, and ha* 
tcs what it should love , shakes 
offil ^epedance on cod (to ferve 
whom is to raign) and exchan- 
ges this fweet Icrvitudc to be- 
coro a flave to paffions , which 
f«bjcft roan to Avarice , Ami- 
bition , Lubricity , and to a! the 
inftruments that malice can 
frame, to the dishonor of hfs 



f 



( 74 ) 

Divine Lord and maftcr : foi 
having once induced him to 
adions hclow his reafon , after 
this engagccncnc no Tyrany 
like CO this Qfurper: for he fiUes 
the mctnory with Ideas of fen- 
ifual pleafures , wherein he, is 
fo mired ^ as nothing, appears 
in him (befidis his sjbapejthaj 
is not Brutish : in (inej^he em- 
ploys al his fcnfcs to t)c mef- 
fcngers of his wicked defigns, 
fo that the entire CQmpofurc 
of a (inner , is an acarate piece 
of a Rebel, neither awed by ma* 
|efty, tcrrifycd. by power, nor 
(ubmiflGve to authority. 

Nay a finner ftops not in 
his own perfon , nor by vhis 
own faculties to contemn hn 
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Creator, but makes afeofthe 
creatures of this inferior World, 
given him for his f^rvice atid 
moderate a(e, at thefe he per- 
verts by his inordinate appe- 
tite, to the injury of him that 
gave them i and ai this only, 
to humour a Paffion of vanity, 
Pride, Love, revenge, or foni 
fuch unlawful motion. In re- 
turn thcife creatures as fenfible 
of the it' ufc made of them, 
wil at the latter day vindicate 
the honour of their Creator , 
and the abnfe of their being, 
a£ted by an ungrateful iinncr> 
every one in its Kind difchar- 
ging their fury againft him, 
^ Laftly , the foulncs of fid 
appears in tbat the fon .ofGod 
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employed liimfelf to deftfoyiti 
|r was for that 90^ h« became 
map , fpoQ OEK a laborious life 
of thirty three yc4kr* to m9 
ie oat from the f«cc of the 
earth ; and CO redaeb man 9 
ftrayed sheep iotq the path 
that leads to his 6oal eod, ^od 
fovereign good; fo that wheo 
J 6q, ic may be truly &id, I 
CDQteioi» and trample nnder 
foot, the prettoQs blood , life > 
tnd death of the (bo of Godi 
and fra^acei as far as lyes in 
, the eflt^s of his holy 
padion. I con&s at al treses 
m appeafs io afr}ghefulshape« 
but above al after Chtifts paf' 
fion , what can bc^cqual'd to 
the contempc: of his peefonj of 
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al h& fuf^riflgs , and to oor in* 
ingratkode ror inclFAblc a 
iye and obHgatidn : in this 
particolar f efle(5tiDn of the limv, 
k (inner exceeds the ma* 
lice eflineifer, (br that fttdck 
only at Gods honoar ashe i(a 
Creator , whetcat now wc 
oStnd God both as' be is a 
Grea rdi*; and likie wife as he is a 
Rcdccttief J again > LocSfcr 
committed bnc one (in of Prided' 
wJrile wt daily plange onr fcU 
ves even in Enormous crimes. 

Nay Taint Bernard wishes 
a fiiiner v^oold <:ontra^ his 
mab'dtf - tvithin the h'mits of 
thcfe inferior Creatures , hot 
he becomes fo aadacions as 
to atfadk God in hisdivine At* 
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tobotes , wjshing he vviould 
take no (^ogoizance , at Icafl: 
fccm ignorant of his trcspaffcsj 
by .which, he. vvoold deprive 
him of his wifdom t.or tha^ 
he vvoold . ftot punish ihcna , 
9nd To ravtsh his lufbjce^ fron) 
him : Iaftly hp wishes he could 
fjotx^haftifc.thtm ,^ an<f fo woq14 
lender hini ooc Oipmpptent^ 
Vficfidcs, ibc contrariety of 
(sod to fin gives a great eluci- 
d^ion to it^ horror : for God is 
9 foprcam Being , (in a nothings 
Cod a foorce of al beauty, fin 
a fink of deformity :,God is 
infinitly lafti fin is injtiftice in 
the; h^ghcft: degree. O how 
d.rea(jful a thing is fin, ..which 
Offf'Ks a long \v.i^h it CPl J^any 
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dismal reproaches ? Bat yet 
inaeh ^6xc dreadful wbetv it 
shatbe brought to execatioa 
hy DiVin*c juftict for to be 
Attack with a million of thun- 
derbolts nronld appear but like 
it hohydew if compared to tb c 
terrour -of our angry God , 
«\ihen "not reftraind by hii 
fncrcy i Lctns thcff'shelter our 
fclvcs f^dr& this defolation by 
the mcitiory of our lift end> 
let that Memoranduha be awake 
In us and then we shal in* 
fillibly pay our God the juft 
rributc of obedience to his 
holy lau's , and confccrate a^ 
cmr endeavours to the promo* 
rion of his honor and Glory. 



OG^ Omnipotent i -ifhett , i 
trages pffw apptaf fo ^ a^tmigaiU 

of fin, for icmid the ^eff pf/UfltM 
it aims at JfitceeJ^it "Veuld defirop^ 
your Diititti Ufe, and in ftt^i h 
tht dc0ru£lion of Angih, Mt»g 
iifa^tn y Marth, and al created 
^ingSytbho/ithfiH not 6ut hy tbt 
(pKferving kind of you their Crea* 
tor r Tinthput ftfbo/e ^fltunce they 
leottld in a moment rejolve in to 

their 
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iheh fmur w^hing. Wherefore h 
tbefirfl place I abjure al fitt,eveo 
td Us leafi exhalation ; next I pto* 
mtfe net>er to let this mmerciftd 
nutsfier fake birth from my unfor- 
ttmatt '»il : anJ ia oritr to thii ^ 
..I heg that my unha^Joid mof 
he cUotts'd in the pretiws ihud If 
the al immactdate lamb ; and by 
that lotion rtceilriBg a dye of inuo^ 
cenci , emry its motion for the fk- 
ture may contribute to your honour; 
fo that ieceffatitly glorying yon 
upon earth, I may lay cQm to 
your promi/et to be glcrifyed by you 
in Hedyen, AmtUk 
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S I N I S INJURIOUS 

To SfAN At MS nr. 

M An is framed to the 
likcncs, born to thcfcr- 
vice , called to the kiiowledg 
and enjoyment of a Divinity. 
To fit him for that great de- 
fignment God is plcafed in 
Baptifm to adorh his foal tvich 
grace , a fapenlkacural quality 
whicti elevates him abovchim 
lelf; and while we enjoy this 
pretioQs gift the fon of God 
owns as for his brethren , apd 
the froitsbf his conqucfttThe 
Holy Ghoft difdains not to 
make us his temple : nor the 



A6gcls their companions t nasf 
mprjc , al created things here 
beneath acknowledg man's fu- 
periority , Co that conld this 
treafnre be layd open and here 
fecured to him, he would ap- 
pear like an earthly God. 

REFLEXION. 

iSjr fin Tift forfeit grace , a trta- 
/ure iiteffmM, 

THerc is nothing ought 
more to amazc^us then 
to confider oar partiality in 
reference to the foul and body: 
with what folicitude we attend 
to the one, and how nncon- 
cernd in the ftatc of the other: 
when the body is indifpos'd, 

Fij 
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phit care to cal for a Phy(f* 
cian , what obedience to hrs 
prcfcriptions ; bat when the 
foul is wounded with (inj how 
(low in feeking a remedy, and 
how hcedlcs in avoiding the 
dangers of a rclaps , th6 never 
fo home inculcated to us? When 
the body is in health tis noQ- 
risht withal delicacies of meat 
and drink; covered with prc- 
tions garments , and delighted 
with at (ports and paftimes 
of vanity : while the foul, if 
fo happy as to be in the ftate 
of grace , for the moft part rs 
fed with a cold , tepid devo- 
tion, that only keeps her from 
ftarvingtoay frequently (bind 
with venial Cms , which take 
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OiT oiQcb of the (oats luftre by 
grace. Now let us fcparatc , 
and confidcr them apart. 

As to the body , we Jcnovv 
*cis an earthly piece , a lump 
of corrnptiohj forted into fe- 
veral in)perfe(5lions , infomuch 
that a main part of our con- 
trivance in this life is Jtaken up 
in difgniiing and concealing 
irs defers, chat we may be 
(bciable, and entertain our fcl- 
ves in convcrfation without a 
blush ; whence I wonder not 
at the faying of a holy pcrfoni 
that Lucifer by the excellence, 
of his nature was drawn idto 
Pride and thence t > his mine, 
and to prevent this fatality , 
Almighty God gave man a bo» 
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dy, fo to humble hirti , that 
while he beheld this obje^ of 
mifery , it might ftifle in him 
Ambition or any other motion 
of felf love or high conceit : 
but alas Gods dcfign in this 
proves inefFedtnal i for the body 
is mofl; cherisht , and by a 
ilrange fottishnes shaped into 
a mecr Idol of vanity. 

As to the fonl , faint Bcr- 
nard gives to a holy foal the 
title of heaven j her underftan- 
ding (fays he) istbe fnn : her 
purity and contempt of earth- 
ly things , the moon : her ver- 
tucs, the ftars: and her charity 
the Angel Motor that infpires 
a^ivity into her anions. Saint 
Bridgit, who by Gods difpen- 



fation was admitted onto a fui 
view of a foal cnrichc with 
grace , ailiires as , that tis not 
poffible £br a mortal eye at 
once to behold her , and enjoy 
life, withoat a particular Tup- 
port from heaven : her beauty 
woaU be fo ravishing as even 
to overwhelm a heart with 
foy : faint Andin ftyles grace 
the fplendor of a foul j bcget- 
tingfholy love, and confcqucn- 
tly a fcaf to ftray from the 
pafhofvertae : by the affi- ^ 
iiance of her rays we arrive to 
the knowiedg of God onr fe- 
licity, and the worlds vanity : 
by the light of this Divine 
habit, we difcover thepleafures 
of the vqloptaous^ che wealth 
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of the dvaricioas, and the daz* 
ling glory of the ambitions to 
be like to a cloud of fmoak 
difperfcd into Air , and to 
contain nothing of folid fatis- 
fadfcion in them. It is grace 
that difplays before us the 
horror of a mortal iin , and 
the danger of venial trefpaffes: 
it is grace which leads ns as it 
were by the hand into the 
pleaHng obfervance of God's 
holy commands : Inline, grace 
is a participation of the divine 
aatore , and the day-break of 
that happines the accomplih* 
ment of which we cxpe^ in 
heaven : now what a horror to 
forfeit al thefe glorioas advan- 
tages for a moments pleafures: 
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by one mortal fin wc arc rcn* 
drcd the vileft of Creatures, 
declared enemies to God, en- 
flau'd to fathan , odions in the 
(ight of the Angels , and doom'd 
to fufFer endles torments in hel. 
Wherefore it is more to be 
^ lamented then al the difgraces 
and hardships which can bc- 
fal us in^ this world. 

Our Avcet Redeemer was 
pleafcd to honor us with the 
tiik of friend, making us the 
repofitory (by a friendly com- 
munication) of > what he had 
received from his eternal father; 
notv fin makes a breach in al 
the rules of fi*icndshipj itftains 
us with perfidioufnes cowards 
a God who lotred us when 
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"Pftth mutinous pajpons in fcorn of 
your authority , anet in contempt of 
your higbtft favours : O T»hat in^ 
fatuatiott ? To itliel^e and acktoDf- 
Udg the i^Uttdor ^ and heauty of 
your fair image Hfitbtft bim , and 
yet projiitute this treafure to t^t 
deformity of fin , to fet up an Idol 
oflPanityy ttthreonce you did f'^eeth 
reign in Juflice and innocence : but 
'^hile I thui reproach my felf , I 
heboid the "Vfonder of your exciting 
grace , that gi'ving me a ful vieT» 
of my paii follies y at the fame time 
it gives mt an earnefl of your met" 
cy; and is as it lotre the frfi ftep 
to my conlperfion. For from this 
reflexion I ahhor my dijloyalty, 
I confes I have been treacherous 
to you and my/elf^ andmu^gin^ 
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my ftlf loft for tver, mltfs my 
tears, groans, and a heart tmo' 
ded tpith /orro-^ and repentance 
may di^o/6 me for the lafl ftroak 
of your mercy , and ohtain your 
gracious pardon , "^hkh I inftantty 
kg of you the God of mercy, ^ Amett* 

THE PROEM. 

DEath is theeffed^ of (in ; 
death likewife is' the def- 
tra^ion of it : the povt^er of cod 
appears in mans creation, his 
wifdom inoor re-creation for 
Chrift our Redeemer by | the 
privation of his life reftored ns 
onto life; exchanging our tem- 
poral into a life eternal : let 
OS admire his love in the my- 
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ilery of chp incarnation , his 
jnf^icein hi$ paCHony andboan- 
tyin his laft wiland tcftam^nc 
in the Infticocion of the faprcd 
EuchariH j and after we have 
entertaiivd our felves with the 
Wonders of his goodnes let 
as fpend our felves in thepraife 
of his mer^y« 

ON THE MYSTERY 

OF fUit IMC A&M AT I O W. 

OVr uofortnnatc fir ft Pa- 
rent after his difobe- 
dience was not only exildfrom 
paradife > that delicious feat, 
and a flop put to his celeHial 
inheritance* but alfo he inyol^ 
ved the mafs of mankind in 
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the punishment : To thit his 
whole pofterity groand ondec 
the penalty of thisfad mortgage; 
befides his trefpas caofcd fo 
much w(^akncs in mans nature, 
fuch a cloud in his underftan- 
ding , fo much irrerolution in 
his wii, Co much disorder in his 
pafOons , iofomach that Saint 
Gregory notes onr nature to 
be lo changed as if we were 
nnmati'd and becom c|nite a- 
nothcr thing : wherefore wc urc 
here to conndcr,that torefi;ore 
us to our birthright , to relieve 
as in this fad plight and de- 
folation, our fweet redeemer 
took flesh, and became man, 
in which adion appears the te- 
Aimony of a moft rare and 
incomparable lovo 



R E F L E X I O M. 
Gods hte to man, 

IF we mcafurc a gift by the 
<)igaicy of the giver , none 
can be greater then the inftru- 
menc or our Redemption j for 
lis a God that is our benefac- 
tor. If by the worth of the 
gift in it (elf > tis fupreamly 
valuable, for tis a God chat is 
givca:Iaftly,ifbyihe good wil 
of the Donor , it admits no 
difpnte , for tis a father that 
delivers up his Ton , nay his 
only fon , and whom he infi- 
nitly loves , to be oor ranfom, 
and to redeem us from the 
fervitade wherein the difobe- 

diencc 
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6kDcc 'of our firft Parent ha4- 
«ngagc4 OS, This liberality of 
God fccms as it were to blunt 
the pen of the mnged Evange- 
lift , faying; Godphfed tht ifsriJ. 
as heiar-tunttit his only /mi.. He 
expreUcs with a woodcr. (>!& } 
as if he were at a (land , and 
for the reft left every «neL:Jto- 
admire what he cdold not ex« 
pres : and indeed it may wel 
caft us into, aihazement, tobe- 
Bold a God infinic $ Eternal,' 
Independent, a foveraign good 
beatifying the bl?ffed fpirks ia 
heaven, to dote upon roifcra- 
ble, nngrateful, and guilty man. 
That God should cherish the 
y^ngels who arc immortal fpi- 
rits , obedient in al things to- 

G 
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his laws and wil , who are 
in the enjoyment of their bea- 
titude, yet infioitly below his 
greatnes , I fay to carefs theoo 
is no great fubjcd of wonder, 
bat to have a kind regard, nay. 
a (eeming padlon of love to 
man enOaved to vice , ahjuft, 
perfidioa; , and confcioas of no 
Good* O l it (hcpafre& al ima- 
ginatioti : bat bur great and 
gc>od'God deirgning vveshould 
retorn^to oar perfec'ntors. good! 
for evil, was pleated todi^(e 
us for this fevcrc command by 
the exhibition of his holy fon 
as a pledg of Kedcmptionjas aICo 
to take away the opprobry of 
his Creatures. For certainly a 
imncr istbc vileft of Creatures, i 
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he SL nothing , that is as to 
God' and his falvation. 

It is tcportcd that S. Gre- 
gory ncVct beheld the pour- 
traiturft of Abraham with his 
arm lift up to facrifice Ifaac 
bat it drew tears from his E yes; 
and for as to behold the eter- 
nal father giving np his dear 
jind Only fon into the roettiles 
hands of the Jews , arid hot 
be fenfible of it, is a prodigy 
beyond al the miracles Chrift 
wroaght in his life andpafHon. 
Loolc ' from the- tieginning of 
the world and yOa wil find a 
Arange fcries of iligratitade in 
man ^, .fif\k Adam in a eondi- 
ton of compUafc happines di- 
fobediehb : Catn a homicide , 

Gij 



the rcA of his ijefccndeots (at 
the moft part Idolaters :, tb? 
J^wSy nurfcd op as it were an- 
dcr bis witigs^ dil febeUioas 
^nd murmuriDg , yet ftil with 
an admirable patience -(ci|>por' 
ted , nay prote^ed even by 
miracles i hov^evcr hU good« 
•iQes vyas ta^tnreilratod^ bat iff> 
i^^d-forth ;bis/Oftly fon to bf 
A Sacrifice mans rt^tm^ 
rtiotK-O ! ho\\r h it poflJblet^ 
|ip al tbeie obiig&tioQs » 
aqd:ial (herc/t^dilknio«)rie.s<]rf hh 
4oyc and ;Enef4y, arid, ni^t to^ 
i)e<:om a pciipejqal kPf^c of 
thafiksgiviagf : — , . 

, $aint Auftin hints tv?W> very 
■pathetick remarks oa Gods ma* 
nificencc ia the gift of his only 



Son J Fir ft in that be h^s cx- 
hau^ed his divine ftock^ fayipg: 
O God tbo you 4rf Omnipotent ^ yet 
you can gtve no morf i tho you arf 
mofl ifijt , ytt . ymfif tpifdom can 
Ju^eSi nothing more to giv^ : tho 
you are the maga^ne ^ al treafu- 
res, yettis al empty^d in this prg- 
fufjoagf our hotmty : the othcf 
remark is , that having made as 
this prcfcDt , he can deny ns 
nothing ; vvhatfoevec we ask 
in his name , if to his honour 
apd oar good , yvil infalUbly 
be accorded. Nay Saint Chri- 
foftom goes yet further > in ex- 
tolling the love, of God the fa- 
ther, ^ifferting many learnecj 
Divines to have declared their 
opinion that an Angel , or man. 
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inighc have been raifed to fucK 
a degree of grace as to be ren« 
dred capable of reftoring man* 
land. Now this fappo^cion 
admitted , it tranfcends al im? 
agination , and argncs an exces 
of love, that his divine majefty 
should wave the miniftery of 
his Angels , or the depataiion 
of foro man excelling in grace, 
to engage his fon in nature 
equal to himfclf ,in the feverc 
task of our Redemption : and 
ftil to encreafe the wonder, 
this bleffing was showred down 
upon us , when man had irica- 
tcd his Creator to that height , 
that he repented to have made 
hiro, that is, were God capa- 
ble of any error in his a£bions, 



this exorbicancy in man might 
laftly . merit a repentance. 

Since then oor (wcct Redee- 
mer hath broke throa al 
chefe obftacles of oor ingrati- 
tiide , and by a ftupendions 
Cabmittion taken our vile na- 
ture upon him , what return 
can we make? certainly we can 
grudg bim nothing : for love 
conHds in a mutual commu- 
nication of honor , riches, 
knowlcdg, and whatever good 
w«poiIcs:now God hath play'd 
the prodigal with us let, us not 
be penurious to him : he is fo 
reafonable as oaly to pretend 
to our heart : Sen ( fays he )give 
me your heart j but rt muH; be a 
heart that is (Iript of al terrene. 
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iffeStioni he is a jealous God 
and wil have no rival; for in 
proportion as yon love any 
creatare,yOQ h^ve fo mneh the 
Icfi for him, anlc(s it be in re- 
ference to hitn. There is no 
greater incentive to love then 
to prevent a lover j this pare 
God hath afted with osj^iving 
as a pledg of his . own dear felf i 
and that heart is very obdarate 
that wil make no return. O 
what longing fighs and groans 
ilTucd from the breafts of thofc 
holy Patriarchs in the old law, 
that they might fee the day 
break of Hierufalcm*s fair ftarj 
wichwhat an awful refped and 
fobmiffion would they have re- 
ceived him : while we with a 



kittd of Cupidity gather the frinc 
of his divine iamience,witboac 
lifciDg op our eyes , or paying 
the Icailr ackno^vlcdgmenc ta 
him frocn whence they Aow. 

Saint Thomas fays tbac the 
Benignity of God appears very 
great in that he daigns to cor»- 
nmnicate himfetf cothe jafl: by 
grace, bat much more daign'tng 
tocScnanicatehimreifin the a* 
nity of hispcrfon to the hnman 
natnre of iBSBs Chr 1ST. the 
Prophet Ofec ch. n» foretold 
this my ft cry of love : faying , 
that God wotild Hnkas to him 
by the chains of Adam , that; 
is, God -man; for beholding the 
afFcftions of men drawn by vi* 
Hble obje<5tsto that as ever to 



be indaeed to Idolatry ^ his. 



felfvifiblc by caking flesh , Co 
to humour our inclinations , 
and becom an object to which 
we may juftty pay the honour 
of Latria , or Divine worship; 
thus love contrived that his 
facred humanity should ferve 
as a bait by which they might 
be allured to place their Ado- 
rations aright. In this myftery . 
the fcal is ice to declare the 
worlds perfe^ion • for by it we 
receive the remilHon of our (ins, 
fan^ifying grace and eternal 
glory : faith, exciting grace, 
and al the motions to our fal- 
vation are the cfFcdts of this 
faprcd myftery. To conclude,. 



love 




•ted to render him 
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by it the honour of God is rc» 
pared , his fcrvicc advanced, 
his crcatarcs put into a way 
of fafcty, and his enemies con- 
foanded. Let us therefore fc- 
rioufly weigh the benefits of 
Chrift Incarnation , that fron) 
thence wc may cherish oar 
hopes to praifc and glorify cod 
for the exhibition of fo incftir 
inablc a gift for the reparation 
of mankind' 

T H E PRAYER, 

Mr fiifeet Rtdeemer , T^ha 
art a true fun of ]uHict 
ftrii to makp an attornment ht' 
^sen your Etemat fatbtr and 
the perisht leorld : and in Jeejuil 
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to clear for us a ^afiagc mto hta-* 
veo : enlighten us Ip'ttb your hams 
of mercy , that l>y yertue of this re- 
conciliation fi>e may here U freed 
from al fiains of fin , and in the 
other life be reftored to our loft iU'. 
heritance , tifhicb D>« shd ever oTfi 
to you Incarnate iford. Amen, 

VI. A MEDITATION 

ON THE PASSIO N. 

THc Aogaft Myftcry of 
Chriflis patlion merits ra* 
ther to be celebrated with fi' 
Icncc and wonder then with 
tongue, or pen j its fablimity 
furpafscs the capacity of AngeU, 
that God should dye for man ; 
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a mafter for his Have, a Crca-* 
cot for bis creatore , and an 
sanocCQtfor the gailty : whence 
Saint Ba/il rearms the Paf- 
Gon a pwpctnal myftery , be- 
caofe it reaches to the falvation 
of al mtn^o that this Sacranienc 
of recdnciliatioii^il never ceafe 
While the woild endures ^ 
therefore mayj^ftiy'be aCctiVd 
to thefttpreatn ps^cs of Gods 
fpccial Idve in rtdccming, not 
Aiigels^, b&t ineti J intot by ano- 
ther , but by hiirifdlf rnotbr ian 
m^oudy, but the hlondy 6tith 
6f ' the Crofs. iSjMht Bonayen- 
ture iB'akcs it a« afgnmcht of 
his rptclallove t6r'man, in that 
he gave up ^iisl^\ not for An- 
gels , but for man j and ibc 



tfcrtii for tnans fake ; believ^itg 
fh» an Atigcl was depxice^ 
give a cooftafic motion to the 
Celci^ial bodies : for li^ look'i 
npon Angelsfar fiirpiafling men 
In cxcclfince > and by confe- 
^cAee riol ^ for his fa- 
preani wifdbtn to render tbeni' 
fe'lerviceab^ tobim.-Kewwhar 
jthlgmcBtWooWhc h*vepaflcd 
iJ|Wn ' odr ■ Chti&kn belief > 
t^^t c«ac(ies not only the world 
to be framed for o^ u(e , but 
alfo the Cjf atot himfelf lo bc- 
com man y nay even to ftoop 
to nothing, that man rnighc 
be partaker of his Divine na- 
tttrc. Wherefore by how macH 
the lower he threw Wmfelf, 
fd niuch «he more he ought to- 



bar 

ise raiTed la exit afj^^ion i kf 
how flUich the greater was ou^ 
inircry, fo much the more but 
obligation is increafed to out 
Saviour who freed us : and as 
his humiliation haduo meafure^ 
~ our gratitude in like man- 
ner ought CO go along in the' 
fame proportioil* 

Thechara^ers of Gods love' 
are dra^n one in fuch plain 
colours , that none can be Co 
ildpid as to plead ignorance.; 
they are Wric in bloud , and 
the Prophet in the perfon of 
Chrift invites 06 to cail Otar 
eyes upon theas $ faying : al 
yoa that pafs by the way make 
a ftand ^ cocvfiider my prcfent 
condictoff} , and «cl me i f .Thcotf 

H 
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be grief like QAto iniiie. 'Ai 
,the firft entrance into this cra- 
gcdy faint PauJ(Hebr.i2.)tcls as 
that Chrifthad a pleafant fccne 
propofcd onto him : that is, 
glory , or ignOoiiny , a Regal 
appearance here an earth, or a 
€ctvik conditjen , the redemp- 
tion of man kind , either by 
way of cruelty or mceknes, 
was given to his clcf^jon : for 
•one groan from his heart, one 
tear from his pretioas eye, of 
one drop of his biond , had 
been fo^cient to have redeerod 
millions of worlds , yet that 
he might cpavihee as of his 
exceffive Idve , and apply a 
plenitude of remedies ^j fo to 
draw: Qs to ads of gratitude^ 



knd to pitty barfclvcs, he ri* 
tncr chore the Crofsj He emp- 
tied his facrcd veins , affli£te<l 
ills foul with anguish and 
fadnes j permitted his body to 
be torn with ftripcs, infomuch 
that from al the parts of his 
body, the blond itireamd out; 
whence faint Bernard gives aa 
ingenious remark : that albeit 
nature aiTorded him bat two 
eyes , to be the conduits of 
tears , yet every pbre of his 
body fapplied his vifivc power, 
ifTaing forth aflond of ctimfon 
fweat , the moH; prodigious 
effe(5i:of anguish that ever hap- 
ned in nature: to the end that 
VVith them, as with tears , hd 
might expiate our faults , atld 



wash away the ordures of fT* 
Saint Chty(bllo(n hints another 
reafon of this his fcvtrity to 
himfelf, that he might hattiper 
ns in the Chains of his love j 
for there is nothing eiiflaveS 
a pcrfon lilcc to a good turn , 
or obliging st£t of friendship: 
wherefore Saint Bonaventurd 
afferts , that nothing conid 
have faftned the fon of God 
to the Pillar bat a link of 
Charity, 

In the revefations of Taint 
BridgJt , examined by order 
of the Coancil of Bafil , and^ 
declared as iflfoing from ^/pirtr 
Divine , to which we mighf 
rationally give credit, 'tis tch- 
ted J that the cxttciiiity of 
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C^rifts dpIoroDs paHfofiy rent 
121$ h^stst, afaadef , aad open'd 
h'lOk a palTage unto death ; foe 
i^crtamty ojo expiring pcrfoa 
was f vcf to dcfti^Dte of com- 
fort a$ oar fvveet Redeemer* 
The |r€aronis,his$N)I applying 
it felf.co the viHoa pf the Divine 
cflence, left the Centitivc parts 
^1 defolate , hence was ifitaed 
foFih %b^t difiml cry th4t God 
hadforfakcn him* for whereas 
a good per(bn ipHering in a 
juft- caufe nfualy cheers him-* 
f^lf with the confidcraiipn of 
the brevity of his (ufFerings, 
the reward he expe<5ts in recorii- 
pcoc«, and the like , al this oor 
BlefTed Saviour waved, wholly 
iotcflt 00 the contemplation of 



the beicifick viHon ; Co thae tfi^ 
Prophet Efay had joft rea(bn to 
ftylc hiin a man of grief, and 
doloars. 'Tis cme twas in his 
power not to dye , wherefore 
he frankly gave op his life, and 
fince he bad undertaken the 
redemption of mankind , he 
V^ould compieatly fatisfie the 
Divine juftice, fafl^ering iti his 
body to the utmoR that r^gc 
coald throw upon him, vwth- 
drawing likcwifehis ih(ell^<^aal 
facoltics frbrh lending any^fuc- 
cour or fpark of coniblktibti 
to bis fenfitivc pairts, to that de- 
gree as even to shiver his heart 
in pieces , O what a prpdigions 
tcftimohy of love. 

if every wound of Lazarus 



Wis as fo many tongnes to move 
tiie rich man to' -compaflioiiy 
hcKv load ought Chrifts paflion 
to (bond in oar ears, and Conrt 
as onto gratitadt y to behold 
him oaild to the Crofs, fo 
craelly fcoarged that hisvvhole 
body appeared bat as one woud, 
crowod with thorns , befmeard 
with fpittle , laden with iniu- 
fies , at la(l expiring on the 
Crofs, andal this for oar fake: 
O it is impoflihle reriouHy to 
con(ider al this, at^d our hearts 
not di^oluc into love and com* 
paffion, Onr divine Rcdecmef 
Teems to fay that the utmoft 
teftimony of love is to lay 
down ones life for a frcnd ,hut 
mechinks hifelf did much more 



Urbcn he did itibr his Enables. 
Man fees oothisaiife^ipaopon 
any thing, ntdch ir appctr (air» 
v^xity pleafantjpretiqasy or good; 
now God bchdd nothing at- 
iraftiyc id us-, f/t were odious, 
vile, perfidious , and fniferahle; 
yet otfcof bis goodoes he would 
purify and cleans us in his own 
bloud , he communicates fa* 
voors to the ungrateful , to 
render them grateful ; to his 
enemies, to make them friends, 
and to the diftreffed that he 
may render them happyy pnr- 
chafrng for them hy his death 
immortality. How jnftly then 
may we conclude that the ac- 
complishment of Gods love to 
man isevident and (;Qmpleated 
in his Paffion. 




T HE PR A y E R. 

t autttmplate your Juffi'' 
tmg p^fktr^ an tin Ctv/s, mihinh 
I ibotfU iecom a flatm fifith 
piiratum and If ondtr : coidd my eyes 
gbHil a deluge of tesrs , and my 
heart 1»ith fonolf shiver into pieces ^ 
yet my compajfon ought not there 
to refi : had I as many liyes as 
there art grams if fond h the Ocean, 
and al confeerated to your honour^ 
yet '»puld ttxy not reach to the leajl 
degree of compen/ation for that pre* 
tious Ufe of yours f of Tfihich one mo* 
ment is more yaluahU then al the 
ilurat'm of Angels : "ifhat return 
then sbal 1 make I At lafi I per- 



ftive tif hye aiom and gratittteU 
you expe^\ H^enfoM t l^ithf my 
dear KeJeemer, that my heart "Wre 
a k¥nace be^ditfirh ihe fiames of 
feraphins , tkat I might he a per- 
petual /acrjfice of love , fraife and 
thanhgiving for yow immtnft fa* 
vom in the fatred myfUry of yarn 
pajpoit. Amen, 

yn. ON THE INSTITUTIQl!l 

O F THB £aCHAS. IS.T. , 

THis Epitome of wonderSj^ 
the facrcd Ciicharift, may 
juftly be termed an extcnfion 
ofChrifts loire in his Paflion: 
for Chrift offered np himfelf 
once only abloady facrificeon 
moant Calvary : but in thf 
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^ucharift he is dayly offered 
Dp an unblondy facrificc ia 
ihiilions of places, by which 
the memory of his padion is 
renewed , and the fruit thereof 
apply d. In mans creation God 
brcacHd into bim a life obno- 
xious unto death. In the Eu- 
charifl; he communicates unto 
him a fopernatural and im^ 
mortal life. In mans creation, 
corporeal creatures vi^ere rankd 
under his fnbje^ion : in the 
Encharin:, the Creator of hea* 
ven and earth is given up to 
his command. In the incarna* 
tion Chri(i took upon him the 
form of aflave,in the Eucharift 
he shrowds himfclf under the 
fpecies of bread and wine, which 



bciag accid/cnts are aiQch tnor^ 
4cfpicablc then a human form, 
t»ay I 4asc; fay, it is not only 
;^n cxcenilon qf love in bis Pat- 
Spa , bqt even it exceeds it : foe 
Cod more bacescbe guilt of On 
then its panishment ; eonCe-r 
quently , to be crown'd with • 
thorns , and n^ild to the CroTs,!^ 
Was to him more fopportablc, 
then to be toocbt by f^crile- 
gjoDs hands, applyed lo a pro-, 
phane momh , an<l harbonred 
in an impious bread : for 
thq punishment of (in is noc 
unworthy a (jod, yet the ma- 
lite of it is oppofic to his Divine . 
nature. 



REFLEXION, 
Cods UfPt and fajfon^nfttumtd^ 

Holy writers affirm chat 
al the tortncnw Chrift 
fttfFcrcd ifl the whole fccnc of 
his Paflion, were not fo afflic-* 
tive as the preTence of Jadas a 
docneftidc , an Apoftle and at 
Traycor : it is a greater ar- 
goracntof pcrfe^ion , to love 
an enemy then a frifehd ; after 
death Gods faitbfiiil fervaitts 
arc beatified in heaven , his c* 
ncmies dootnd to perpetual 
ponishment in hel : now tis 
not fo in the Euchadft $ he er- 
ctedes none from his tahl€,tho 
tonoccnt and guilty aie admit- 



ted CO that heavenly banqacC : i 
ladas par takes of his body toge- 
ther with his beloved Difciplcj 
it is born td a tbateh'd houfe 
as readily as to the Pallace of 
a King , to shew that in this 
infticacioa of the BleHed Sa- 
crament, Chrifts love to man- 
Jcind is not only perpetaatedj 
but compleated even to its ut- 
mod perfe^ion. 

It is qfual at the parting of 
friends for the fpirits to falintb 
commotion , and fend forth 
lAoft tender expreflions : this 
evidences the great affection 
God had for man , that being 
to return to his Eternal father 
he contrived a means to be 
always with us , I fay fuch a 



contrivAtfce that nothing bat 
love could have foond one : a 
contrivance that fets oDt his 
love even beyond our Crea* 
(ion) or redemption. O whae 
a Prodigy of love , that while 
his enemies were framing a 
croW'n of thorns for him , at the 
fame time he gave a Pkdg to 
us for a croivti of glory that 
while they defignd him to the 
highcfl: infamy, he opens them 
a way to faprcam felicity. This 
made the Evangelift incalcate 
that he loved us to the lafl: : 
tis now at his departure that 
he mufters up alhis forces > to 
shew what love can do, and ia« 
deed tis fuch an efFcdb asnono 
but a love Divine could produpe 



and! tiierefore of al tHe Si' 
cramcncs it is ftyled the moil 
perfect. Not only Gods incfa- 
ble love ^ bat likewiTe his Om* 
fiiporcnce shiiics in tkis Augud 
Sacrament : what a clofter of 
miracles are heaped one Dpon 
another ? firft natare is tarnci 
topfy turvy > bread and win^ 
as it were annihilated , or rc^ 
doced to nothing by words of 
^ prieft : the fpecies or acci- 
dents deprived of their (ah^e&t 
yet fabfiiling like cloodsinthe 
air withoot any fapport, and 
ierving as a vail to s^hrowdan«> 
der them the glorioas ma;efty 
ef God , to be in milliotis of 
places at the Tame time : his 
entire body contra^^d within ' 
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thc 'scbmpas of :a little vhbR-j: 
and xi thefe vvoddcrs to Be at- , 
ted draily to thci worlds.ctrd^ 
Now thb drift of al ^this is. thaq 
the fraii 6f his Paflton.mighsc 
always be applyd to ns ,:aad( 
that thcc belief of his ical prc -r 
fence might ftrikc »a asx'fal rcfi 
pe6l andf "reverence into ui:j 
together with aftobiyhment that 
bis infinjt-majefty dioold ftofop' 
fo low. -as ; to be ueited to the ^ 
Iovvcft;6f created 'thingi, tbac 
is , the. fpccica of. bread :,an4 
vvinelJ pother motive is, :tba< 
fincc.byfthe wofi? ^(QiKi^.^ 
den>piti<«^ , Chrntrihad onlyi 
giveniiifcito: oqrjfoab , by iJw? 
pur^ttf^f grace^',lti.ayJngiipui} 
lcK>dio^ ppicr thie ps^alties c^q* 

1 
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[c3 by Originat fin ^ until them 
glorification at the general re-* 
iirteOcioa j wherefore xo cota- 
penface this delay , and j&pply 
the prerogatives ^ Original 
j\]fttce,be vraspleafed to afford 
ns his own glorious; and im- 
fDortat body ^ whick raifes us 
?o a life of grace, a life eternal:, 
over which death has no po* 
irer : Cbritl affcrcs tc^ %iogy 
He that cm of this biead shal 
live for ever," while he con-« 
TCF^ among men h« exhibited 
Iiis facrcd perfoft to b« the o!k 
jea of ou» fight a«d :A<kvra- 
floi^; bat - itk the EodiaHft he 
kih'tnately ofHtti* himfolf ontQ 
«i!r and makes-us one^th'hiizir 
fo^'^as material nevushhrneia 



gives a certain temper to the 
body correrponding to its na- 
ture > To this bread of Angels 
( if Worthily received , and 
with al dpe circnmftances ) 
iniprints in the foul the very 
^uah'ties , Inclinations , and 
yer^pes of Jesos Christ: 
nay enriches her with the me* 
rics of his holy P^jflion. 
. Noiv that we naay arrive at 
this perfect union > let ns do 
the Ptmofl: of oar endeavours, 
divcH: and cle^r ourfelves ot 
every the leaft imperfe<aion , 
th^t this heavenly Gnefl m^y 
i^nd opf hing t9 th(; ef- 

f e^^s of this his divine prefence, 
ivhen :(ye approach tothat hea- 
yenly t^ble. 



Which cfFcas arc, firft to 
transform and incorporate 
himfelF into us. 

Secondly, to caft into GUI' 
bread fom fparks of that in- 
flamd love , wherewith he de- 
lignd TO fct the world an fire, 
declaring he came for that end, 
that it mighc conCume al things 
here beneath. 

Thirdly , to give njc a pre- 
vious relish of heavenly dc- 
hghts, and at the fame time 
caufein me a diftaft of al that's* 
vi/iblc here on' earth. 

Laftly, toeijlighten mt mth 
a Cfrrain kriowledg of what 
the divine wit arid picalurc is,- 
and in feqnel, to comradnicate 
his grace , and powcrfot aid 
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to put it in cxccQtion. 

Now while I contemplate 
the wonders of a holy com- 
xnunion , ] confes I ath no 
Icfs fcizc^ with admiration 4 
that after fo niany corhma- 
oipns , I am ftil a (Irangcr to 
tKcfe fo admirable effeds. But 
again I am. fatisficd When I 
reflc<£t that tho by receiving this 
BleflTcd Sacrament , unftaind 
with any mortal fin, 1 am en- 
riched w'nh the principal cfFe^i" 
which is fao<5lifying graces yet 
as to the foreraentiond prodi- 
gious cfFe£):s;;thcre arc required 
ipany neccffary conditions. 
. ?irft,a great purity of con- 
fcicncc, together with a renoun- 
cing of al worldly vanity or 
intcrcfls. 



Next, to have no adhcffort, 
or complacence even in iiny 
venial fin. 

Laftly, to be iit pcrfe^cha-i 
rity with the whole wotld. Let 
us therefore cn(leaVobr to Bt 
our/cIvcs with' thefcr rcqnifftes 
th«t wc may be fo hap|5y as to 
be bleflted in the participation 
of the divine libcrah'ty exhi- 
bited in the ever adorable Sa- 
crament of the holy Euch^rift, 

THE PRAYER. 

OGod , the fountain ^ 
goodnts , l^ht ittvitis thi 
thirfly unto jireams "ifhkb fd^ ever 
aUaiy their drougth ^and hKe'Sfi^ 
mrts the TKfeary u^q a ripaH^ 
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^htre thty ihai he nowiihtd ifith 
iht f(»d <^ Angils : givt m i M* 
JetthyM a Mfia^ >$[ d t)Har 
frtihinmi f and ft mt MMth a hm^ 
ihU garmt^ Hfhicb I may it 
reHdtniJi d pledfi^g gaefl to you th 
Btiilejroom, Tifho bafl frfomifiid: tb 
'Bfpufefuch as art fa ipefitd^ 
ty an eternal AUianct in the U«ils ' 
i^kvt and mtrcy, Amn* 

^tmemher thy laH tnd , and thm 
shalt mip» fm. Bccl.7.46. 

THE PkOEM. 

• I 'He fioa! tviA of mab, coitf* 
X po^c^i of foal iatid bddy-, 
4s di^itfgtiishc irtto that of i 



an<^ into a life immortal wbiqb 
is ifdlicity , or infelicity : that 
is' , to be ctcrmly happy , or 
«fternaly roifcrablc j for there 
io no mean ,! one of thefe cx« 
trcams mnft infallibly be hi$ 
lot or doom. 

t ■ • 

VIlI. A MEDIXATION 

UPON P E A T H. 

I • ■ •■ . . -, . / 

W Hen 1 confides 4ftath with 
the train of corruption , 
ftcnch, and a hideoyis jdpfoYmi- 
ty which attends and follows 
it , I cpfifes it ftrikis roc into 
hpwnr a^nd; admiriclbn, ^irft 
i»'hat a horronr .to;,coal5dcr a 
bo4y'j, kcpr wjfh.al nicety, pre- 



fervcd-l^iih atrilritics, no coft, 
arc , or. ibdajjry y wa-nting to 
render it frcsh ,*andTively , in a 
moitwrit-to .bccQdt);:a lotnprli- 
yeIcs,^,ogIy , nwfdm, and af- 
ter sir \vliilc mjade a prey t0 
Worjns : jvitncs the Fair Eliza- 
beth,. -Enipres lo Charles the 
fifth , the wonder of beauty in 
her time, foon after, death be- 
came fo di^form'd , and lu.ch a 
.ftench ifTucd from her, as it oc- 
cafipn'd the puke of Gandia, 
.thcn pccfent, to bid adieu to 
al lb?. Worlds vanities , and 
shroyvd .himfclf within: -the 
w^ls- of a holy Clpifterr-.; 



REFLEXION. 

AH! did we as oft behold 
ourTclves in %: deaths 
head ( which wit be one day 
the erne image of us ) as no«sr 
<ve do in a gU^s, fo noiany pre- 
cious hoars woald not be 
thrown away in adjofting a 
lock of hair, a patch, or knot 
of riband , fo rtiuch art and fo 
matiy inventions woald not ht 
contrived , to fct out and prc- 
ferve a beauty, that with every 
little indifpofition , ot male- 
contented hotnonr is altered 
and impaird ; nay liable to a 
thoufand accidents for its total 
mine. The fatiiic confidcration 



ivoold alfo teach mtn to change 
their addtations into a blush, 
and refcrvc their {taflions fof 
ihtitty onfading: chat beaai 
ly ( fayi Siiint Auftiti ) i\ott6 
thttits that n^itic , Which 
h is fair and Ibvely, contiiiui^ 
iy retnatkis fo : i beaaty thaii 
knows no (^ttihg Tun , but U 
al^vays veiled with a ineridiati 
glory. Let us therefore learn of 
the Royal Prophet this prodent 
kilbn^torememberoDrlaftend, 
to remember wc mud dye , and 
berefolned into doft. If our 
days pafs away lilce a shadow, 
no .Jtfs d6cs bcaaty like a flo- 
wer j fair in the morning , and 
at night drooping in its with- 
trcd leaves. Befides if wc re- 



a , rivrrAr ^'^^t charming 
; bitb oft proved very 

•^I^U owner and 
tfffi"'^^^^ rcflcdtion ought 
any appetite or dcfirc 

Jipp^*'^^^ accomphsh'dj 
^^/y fincc it may concri- 
^p)Oih to their own and 
^j^ts rujne. In a word , rc- 
^flibcr, that the glory, pomp, 
i/ches,and cftccmd happines 
^this world, dcfccnd not with 
as to the grave > al wc bear 
^om hence is our good and 
bad deeds. 

THE PRAYER. 



OGoJ, Sifbo in the nolle flru- 
dure of man hafl aUaiied 



i'^"-", (not Ha,l " 
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flcft, tha«; the moft charming 
beauty hath oft proved very 
fatal both to the. owner and 
looker on , this reflection on^t 
to check any appetite or dcfirc 
of appearing io accopnphsh'dj 
^fpecialy fince it may contri- 
bute both to their own and 
^thers ruinc In a word , rc- 
fncnibcr, i/iat the glpry, pomp^ 
fiches, iand cfl:ccmd happines 
9f this world , dcfccnd not witb. 
lis to the grave , al vve bear 
from hcnpe is our good and 
bad deeds. . - / 

. * ■ ■ ■ 



G(ki, fijbo itt the tjoblt^jtr 
of man h^Ji aUatu4 




him a foul immortal jhat re/emlh.^ 
your i tloine Peit2g ^ Tt^ith povy>ereo 
cmwand his in: trior ' and /ml 
fitive part .j: mU^hten va to kpo"^ 
the dignity of my^Hfual /tti'flance^^ 
■sfitd infbnfiirmty to "iphat youha-p 
Cfdaihd^ gfant that I may render ^ 
this eart hly piece of mine ^ that'^i '; 
my iody-^^ inflrtimeiitai' to oBsjop 
Piety y a^d ifihat I <f^ toyou mj^ 
Creator •■ ihat jmct f am in^ ^ 
trusted "Vf^h'it to makt it happy [ 
fir eternity f I may kf.ep it in /uh^ '\ 
jefHottj ^eat it as my flaye^ ahfoU/xi* 
teff dependttig on me , and mvtr * 
acqme/ce to its fanning and en-^ 
chantwg'dikremnetf y hSf I cont/i^ 
bute to the 'eternal fitiAt of ibt^i^ 



9'9i>iW9 S/^e^K^S^ ft^^ C^9C^ 
Tin. THE SECOND MEt)ITATION 

e V J>i A T ^. 

hac a fiprrc^r coo? 

t^qdl of rp?n$gc:i ?Kflftri^i?ft 
tyf s qf na^ore ai^d friepdsh^p, 

of AlH^n^c , or Wipfldly Intp^ 
rfft pf prppf ^^gajftft his d^^ 
ibH}<i^|ve hgnds : np Pfc/tfl^or 
hgviog yet been fpond tp flat- 
ter Of with thje Uaft hppes pf 
^fepjng his icy pa\ys, np cpn** 
djtipn pf en|in£nc 4lgnicy> 
tjrct youth* bp;|uty , elpqvf ncc,. 
or treafures cpold ever ypc 
cprrDpt , pr blunt his nnmerci- 




(145) 



fal Cnhe which tnows down 
al before him. 

R E F L E 3^ I O N. 
The certainty 4 ^t^h* 



O death is paft, and is more 
inviotahk then that of the 
Medes and Pet fians : let as at 
kaft fblace ourfelvss with 
this, that death in its felf is 
indifferent ; to thofe that dye 
in grace it is good , to tho(e 
that die in fin it is evil: where 
fore yod fee it is m oar pow- 
er to render that thing To 
Icrttble qaite of another na- 
tarc i as the Pfalmist fays : the 
death of faints is ptetions in 
the %hc of Cod. 




thett the decree of 



4 



THE PRAYER; 

OOod ini»Ufe hands are. loclgd 
the Kep of life arid death , 
myi Ipho haft jfut me into thit^drU 
( molted thereunto l>y yottir<gopdnes) 
Tifithout any de/ert , or knottdtdgof 
mitu : grant that fphilfl I Ttfander 
M.'this foreign Region, far from, 
my homey -I ^y^.learn and.func' 
tuaiy ohfertft as. jefion., ^hort , huf 
(pmf rehenftye ^ ijjMng. from your. 
Q-1»tt.:Meffed moitth.y T»hich « j To 
love you ajboyc al things, and 
my dcibour as xs\yk%' The per- 
formance ofjhe one W carjy me. 
quihly to my grape, freewg^m from 
any aH of hju/tice or /ati:fa£iu>n 
to render at tny death : Tpbile the 
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other TpH caft me intolanguhhmentt 
after you the ohjtd of my lavetfUl 
al^aiting that jlee^ Hthkh may con* 
*vey me throu the ecch'ps of death , 
into the fplendor of a tife eternal y 
and, into the accomplhhmtnt of al 
my ho^er and Je^res, Amen. 

THE THIRD ME DITATION 

OV- b E A. T H. ' • - • 

W Hat la? horror tt). be- 
hold 4 pcrfon who 
has placed his felicity in the 
goods of this world, forced to 
furrcndcr up al at the approach 
of death, and this perhaps at 
atime when little prepared foe 
a£ts oflufticcj or when in the 

K 



hcigb't of contentment iff pbf* 
k(fian of fom plcafiog obijc^;. 
no tears or tctroors , no groan» 
or importanrcies can obtain 
any refpit} whet* he famiiions^ 
we mnft goj for death has no 
eyes to be dazled at the (plcn« 
dor and mi]c9iy of great ones ^ 
nor ears to be moved with 
the bowliiigs of the mifchWe! 
Ah what pleaTurQ then can it 
be to enjoy that which in a 
mdmenp may .fcerfnatch^ f{oM 
ns ,vor we - from fi^. 'Thf i^y 
of our Lofd :whith is deatk 
fteats »pb» ir^ hke ia theif ff» 
the night : befidds we are whoi-i 
ly ignorant both of the foan- 
ner, and whatj:I(Snd of dcath» 
shal conctade. onr life , as 



f ; 

^ of chp place , or timet 

k E P L E X I O N. 
thoughh of death ^tement ilitiJiottSi 

WHilcft in health Wc are 
cheated by difgaiTcs , and 
false appearances of things, but 
at the lightning of death every 
thing is reprefcDted in its right 
proportion. A dying perfon 
wil tel yoQ that al hispaftlcn* 
foal deh'ghts appear to hini Uke 
a dream* and he wishes they 
had be;en Co : for then he should 
awakc with joy toftecp again in 
death > with hopes of enjoying 
pare and lafting pleafures : he 
wil tel you that honour , great 
i^cs and edeem oF men are 

Kij 



a mccr shadow , a pofF of orinct 
or a little fiTiOkc, tvhich like a 
vapour vanish at the Evening 
of our life: he wil tcl you that 
his inordinate appetite in the 
purciia/cof a fortune , his con- 
tinual fears to be didurbcd in 
the poUefHon, and his ambU 
tion to make a figure in th« 
world, have diverted him from 
the purfuit of never perishfng 
treasures, which ought to have 
been the funo of his endeavours 
here upon earth. Learn thcrc- 
fbre in time this lefTon ilTuing 
from an expiring breath, which 
is of weight becaufe efteemd 
moft lincere. For at laft it wil 
be too late to be ondeceived ; 
look 1 fay betimes into the glafs 
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of death, you may there fcarn 
both to live aird dye for 
death not only teaches , hoc 
forewarns and povvcrfnlly pcr- 
fvvades. 

THE PRAYER, 

IA^re your provideme , ti^y 
God , that to the short period of 
thii our life , you have added a 
draught of gal to he mingkd "^ith 
tbe/lDeeti ^ this ItfOtidi that finte 
teally "^eare pilgrims ^ "^e ought not 
to fix our contentment in any plea- 
fing ol>je(i here , i>»t fid adttante 
on' our fttay toft>ards the man/ion of 
our eternal repo/e : May I then O 
try ' God h jo hap^ a< to makf 
of thi^t creatt^ss your liber M hands 
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fjjye heflc^^d^ according to the tt^ 
nour of their Grant , ^hkh is to i$ 
4idin^ to m in 1»ork^ of your ftr^ 
viceigit^ mean al^trftonfor riches^ 
vnles t ufi thtm fo as to emreafe my 
trea/ures in beal>en } Ut me contemn 
honour and greatnes ^ if in the kaft 
they divert me from ohedUnce ta 
your iaD^s ; In a "^ord^ let m ftt 
a value upon every thing in propor^ 
tion as is may tontribute to your 
(honour and glory , and to the fe^ 
(urity of my fouls eternat inter eft. 
Amen. 

THE FOURTH MEDITATION 

OF DBATH. 

VT^Hac a horror to confidcc 
the /cparation , and lad 
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firna^ of (bul and body, aFcpc 
A long uaion and friendship! 
Itnpriaced by God and ^ajtane 
ifi thicin : the one ;to be refola'd 
into diift , vvbUft fbe other is 
hurried to a Tribunal bcforp 
an imparclai lodg , (here to 
anfvver for every idle vvotd 
Or thooghc : and al-une9T<;ain 
of her doom, whether to be 
rcjoyii'jd in a ftaie of happines 
or mircry , and this for no lefs 
than Eccrnicy. 

R E F L E C T I O N^. 

Thoughts ef death the hefl armour 
agaittfi fhe day of judgmnt, 

AGhriftian taught by faith 
that (h(re is a judgmeoc 
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CO cnfuc upon the fcparition 
of foul and body , ought not 
to live as if he were immor- 
tal, or as if he had no account 
to render at the latter day , bnt 
carefully to provide againft the 
time of that dreadful AfCiCe , 
where vvil be fcan'd to the 
fol and with the fevercft fctu- 
tiny al our good and bad ac- 
tions, in order to an eternal re- 
ward or punishment : and this 
trial appears the more terrible 
in that al our trefpafses dirc<SHy 
ftrike againfl: the honour of him 
who is to be oDr fudg. For 
Chrift having pay'd our ran- 
fom by the cffdiion of his pre- 
tious bloud , has this prero- 
gative decreed him to be both 



\ 
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Indg and Party. O what a 
confuHon for a (inner to be- 
hold his ofFcnded lodg , who 
was once to him a patient God, 
and whom then heconterond, 
difobcyinghis jofl: laws : who 
was once to him a loving God , 
and whom then he Hightcd, 
more valuing a petty intcrefl: 
of this world, or fom foul 
momentary pleafure, beyond 
al the endearments and tcfti- 
monies of his real aB^e<5lion. 
What a confufion to hear a 
particular lift given in and pa- 
blish'd, of al thofe graces and 
favours he had received from 
the liberal hands of his once 
indulgent father , and now 
his To vcrr ign J udgj as alfo a clear 



recital midc of hisi qograttf- 
ibl retorns, iofibqael ,thU a 
iDcrcifol lamb, then bricom a 
Lioo, vvillct loofe al the re- 
fer vc of his aoger to fil opon 
his guilty head. The firfl: cf- 
h€t vvil be to brand hi in 
with the black ftamp of the 
highcft ingraiitode , which 
mark of eternal shame , one 
woold thiok,to a generous fool 
would be a fufficienc punish- 
ment, without the addition of 
thofe horrid torments ordaind 
by Divine faftice to be inflic- 
ted on perisht fouls. Now to 
difpole ourfclves for a happy 
iduein this grand proces the 
beft expedient is to retain a 
conftant mciiiory of deaihj fot 
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death not only minds us that 
ic is a privation of life , an up 
shot to al our plcafores here , 
the lofs of al oar goods and 
poifefliofls , in a word a cas? 
hccring of al oor cafthly dc- 
figns, but it alio lays open be- 
fore us our entrance into ano- 
ther life , and the hazardous 
gnlf we are to pafs throu ere 
we com to be happy : the way 
then to iecure our happines is 
^equcntlyco lodgour thoughts 
in a fepulcher , and this 
as is at hand , and rapping at 
our door. For fuch perions 
(fays Saint Auftin) wil be like 
ftars , not feen in the day of 
this life , but glitter and fparkle 
ill the night of Death. 
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THE PRAYER. 

Mr God , there is nothing, 
mere dreadful then your 
abuled lolife eonrerted into hatred, 
and to a loDe in 'pred u/utJly fuc- 
teeds the tike meafutt of punishment'^ 
•oiphat terrour then , my God, li^vil 
inlpade a fiaoer, at the latter day 
V)iben at the myfteries cf divine 
love to mankind shal he lay dopeni 
the Jacred "bounds my Redeemer 
receiud our [core , and tfhich 
then ihal outHrip the fun to hri- 
ghtnes , Tfiii /ufffdently evidence 
your exaffiVe iove , and our 
extream ingratituie, T^o/e [acred 
Jcars I jay , "Jbi/ aljo juffify your 
fury iputng from an irritated iove , 



'»bif0 oiir apparent gui/fhes tf'tl 
find no plea , no retreat to shelter 
it /elf from your tonfuming anger : 
O my Godf grant that I may tti 
time fore/ee this hetples de/oUtidn , 
a»J prepare a^ain/l it j the time of 
this life is the time tufherein the 
flouds of your mercy are dralftt ftp* 
O let me he fo happy as nol^ to 
hath myfe^in tho/efurifymgfireams^ 
and may t hy atls ef love and re' 
pentaace ^ purcha/e here a ^uitt fuh" 
mifftott to death J and at theenfuing 
judgment a joyful inrtfitation t6 tah 
my flace at your right hand, A mete, 

THE FIFTH MEDITATION: 

of DEATH. 

COnfider the goodncs of 
God chat notwithftan- 
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lilogva^Ltk 'WoM not be. foti* 
warn'd of Death , ^ct he hai 
ocdain'd \o bis wiyem to rtiake 
k a warning pkce sgam^ 
fin : to this cn4 he decreed that 
the hour ofir$ approach should 
be wholly nnccrcain, and lye 
hid ODCo »5) by that means ta 
iiiikc us into a fear of fsrprt- 
fal , and render Us very wary" 
in the conduit of our IHc , lek 
being fnapc mzwitcs ^ the baU 
laoce of onrgood af^iocis may 
pfovc to light at the grand 
apcooncing day. Wherefore 
Chrift ranght os in our 
Pater nofter t6 rupplicate for 
our daily bread , becanfc hef 
never promised us a to mor- 
row. Bcfides , death lookt 



upon ftt a gfciiic MsitiCt (qxiUte* 
b6c dor life to ady Rate 
of prndence, it neither diverts 
from what is evil , noraHures 
what is good : bat to thofe 
who liiake it the rt»bje<5l of 
their dail^ nOeditation aftid dai^ 
ly expedatiOn, its arrivat can 
do no hkrm 

' R E Kx e:xio n; 

TJ^lhfs- of Math fr^nt fa* 
'I ' pi/als,- 

IK tKe fk(% place fach pcr- 
fonswil have So-riemOrsof 
ccnfcietiee) having made their ' 
life a prepraration to death : 
next, ihcy wil have no reluc-' 
tancc to quit their poffcflions ' 



here, becaofe they \ooV*d upon 
them only as goods indruftec!, 
or lent , and to be reftored at 
the owners demand : hence 
they having not fet their heart 
upon them , chearbUy they 
make a furrender and with 
fmiles'apprpach to grim death, 
carried on with hopes to make 
it a paffagc to the enjoy- 
roeni of Paradife , the fvt^eec air 
of eternal manfion fceming at* 
ready to afFeft their noftrils, 
and prompt them to invite this 
pale ferry-man to v?»'aft them 
oyerj for tho the glory of the 
world defccnd not with Hnners, 
yet the glory of vcrtoe dcf- 
ccnds with the lull. 

The 



THrE 

OGost itfbo hafl ^tfett' man d 
r^Ufs itp^in, attcr . bis^o- 
virttgtt goo/fiiand ha^ decreed -fb^ai 
diatk mufi itihttr ^ ]^tm. to this bis. 
kaffiaefs ^ there bekg • eoibing hre. 
imeaih to quiet: his mfatisfini di^, 
Jires J life bkjs your immen/e goodnes 
in rtttdring our abode in this, l^aU.^ 
of ttars fo jieeting , as alfo tke ,hour\ 
of our laSi jleep fo umertaia , th'dt 
may neither be too long. detdina from 
tht enjoyment 0/ ostr .glorious final 
end, nor unprepai^ed at. that (umi 
motti. 'Ss)hicb shal (all Us from the .tjt-^ 
nsuUuous. Ocean of tbii ftfor/d tint a 
the ha Pen of eternal reff , Ttihicb 
throu your mercy hope the 

confiant thoughts of deatk, may fecu*. 
re us. Amen. 



FURTHER REFI^i^IONS 

AFtcr thrfc difmal con(?» 
(^rations, l aflJ fikcwifc 
cad fnto^6ndcr and amaZ" 
mcntj in thatwc fpert, ao4 
play , caries atid recreate our 
fel vcs , even ovheh we arc dying , 
and pirccivc u not. Gods thrca- 
tiiing words to Adam malcc ie 
cVidcnt, faying , on the tfiry Jay 
eat <^ the fotkddtn frkit ^ heshauld 
dye, Notj' Adam , liytd many 
years after : the meaning there- 
fore h, at tFie very mbmem of 
Kis tranfgircflion he shoold be- 
gin to dye • licnce SAiot Gre- 
gory terms our life a litigring 
death , for the firft motion ot 
oiiif life is likewjfe a motion 



atito. dmh., tway futceciimg 
fi0Qr j motl(h vOt year jJi; ttiQ 
death che.fQrtner 6cvqk again 
to reearn : rp, chat we. pafs ( as 
k were) from one grav^ .to a-* 
nothfir , til at laft we com td 
ov^ vvinding-shcct , whic^i only. 
k tailed dcachi becau{e the lal^ 
change, or Viciffitudc of life; 
thd a great part of us werfc dead 
bcforp, albeit we were inot fen* 
fible. of It, fo that in reality we 
iire a living fepolcher to our<^ 
fclvcs.. How jaftly then may 
our life be tcrtii'd death , fioce' 
it i$ in a perpetual motion , ini . , 
thangi never fix*d by any ftabi- 
licy , but always in a rapid cours, 
bvqrricd on towards its end, Now, 
at the fir (I glartct of maof fad 
GiJ^^itioo^ under; the. fatality ol 



i 



death , 1 confo(s lyjv rrpiofng 
thoogiits arc alatcnd': but no (bo- 
IKF I reflcft on the Iwect pto- 
cedingbforurCfcaior in this par- 
ticular , when al flnurmoriiig ^9 
changed into admifing bis in- 
comparable goodnes. For God 
treating oar firft Parent placed 
bim in -the nioft dchcious ch- 
taate of the habitable world , 
adornd bin) with original jofticc^ 
which made a fine harmony' 
throu oftt . the whole frame of 
man ; bis inferior part , an4 
fen fitive appetite, perfc^ly o- 
bcdienr, and fubmifnve to his 
reafoh ; no Aorms of pa (Hons 
6r irrcgobr itiorions promp- 
ting him to evil J now that he 
might not fal from this hap- 
pHitfs V God was ploas'd to tcrf 



fy faim with the; cbof^qoence 
of his cranrfgredion ,.'whtch 
shobld be death , as • a ponish^ 
ment more a(B-ighting than 
ihat of hcl , for death is ob- 
vious to our rcafoa and fenfe t 
reafon tels us that a compoand 
of feveral elements naturally 
lefolves into thofe principles 
whereof it is compofcd : out 
fcnfcs likcwife. daily behold the 
havock made in mankind by 
death J now- that there is a hcl 
Faith only gives us the know* 
ledgj and how ana£^ive this 
veriue is in any vehement tem-i 
ptation we need go no furthee 
to convince ns theti oar owa 
(^d experience j hence tts evi- 
dent death fprings from, (in, for 
bad there been no difobedicuce, 



^faerrr^fld ! been hp- death ^ 
Adam's fptnsh iocrcdalit)^ not 
believing he shbDld dyp, dtcw 
death itppn hfs >pwo bead / ana 
al liis pciftcTwy* Next, tis clear, 
the wilx)oroqf God (rooat ap> 
prehenrHon ) could not contrive 
ar greater Bagbear then the ter- 
roar of death avpid fin , nor 
confeqnently a more powerfdll 
expedient to (ccntp immortality 
to lis. 

My <3pd I adore your incf-' 
fab^^ goodacs that was pieafj 
fo pat immortality into dot 
hands Which oar firft parent 
might eafily hav<i grafp"*d , and 
fccur'd to hirafclFand poftcirity. 

I adorp no Icfs yoa? mercy, that 
H'hcn wc had forfeited this pre- 
gjous gift of inomortality , yoi^ 



V 

[ ><^7 1 
<it(] not at the fatne time <]eprii. 
vc as of your dear Xelf, as our 
final end ^ and fovereign gpod^ 
cho throp oar pwn rauk we 
were to paf^ to it by death;, 
nay more , to render the puc^; 
chafe of oar final end Icfs hazar- 
dous, was pleafd to ordain the 
time and hoar of oor death tjoii 
be wholly ancertam , left finr 
pers might pcrfcver in their m» 
ckednes with hopes of fom reP 
pit for repentance ji or the juft 
, iiacken their devotions , refer- 
ving the .more fervent a6ls of 
vertae towards the end of their 
life. God (fays S. Aoftin) wrapt 
op in Cecret the laft day of oat 
life , that we should obfci'vc 
every: day as if it were our laft. 
Let OS |(cpp clofc to this ruki 
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%hco death ( which is ' now fa 
ttrrible } wil put aa end to oas 
piigritnage here , be the opshoc 
of onr inifery , a return from 
oar banishmenc , and an entran- 
ce into our eternal happines. 
' ■ Wherefore my God from this 
prefent I fubmit to the fencence 
of mortality you have pronoun- 
ced againd me , and this i do , 
not by conftraint, or to obey the 
neccffity of nature, but mcerly 
in thatir is a decree of your Di- 
vine wil, to which I comform 
my fclf; as alfoto that manner 
of death you have derermind as 
to my particular, and.toitscir- 
cu ftaoces without any. exception. 

Fromthis prefeni l refign my 
fclfto thatlaft ficknes which shat- 
give a period to my iifc, un|>rp-,: 



E '^9 ! 

fitably tHflcd away; and f ftfret 
up my agony in onion of thqCt^ 
dolofons pangs ipy dear Rc^ee- 
ippr faftaind apon~ the Crofs. 

1 rcprcfcnt to my fclf the 
faorrour my diHigored body 
may give to others which I ac* 
cepc of as a punishment for my 
felflovc and cflccm of others. 
1 alfo reiign to be call into oblit 
vion after my death , as a jaft 
return , for having been fo little 
mindful of you my Gad daring 
my Wretched life. 

Laftly, I fubmic to my bodies 
corruption in my grave, in ex-t 
piation ofal my pamperings> and 
inordinate pleaiing of my ap? 
petite : and likcwife in fatisfa-? 
<^ion for that large fcore 1 ow 
?a your Divine Majefty for my 



lervicb. 

THE PROEM. 

A Ftcr this great work of 
oar Redcib prion , by wbofe 
vcrti (C^ the gates of ;geaven are 
]ayd open , let ns convert our 
thoughts and dcGres towards 
that celeftial abode ; where no 
more the ng'y ^hape of (in, nor 
tcrrours of death shal affright: 
where no niore the fear of our 
own frailties shal Iccep osinat^ 
trembling , being con- 
firmd in^ grace : and D^here al 
our toil(bin l^bjoqrs upon the 
fcorcof vcrtae wil be converted 
into eternal reft : wbercforethis 
shal- be the fnbjedt of our next 
t^ditatioo a^d the copcliTn^^n 
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pfii : fer having br<)a^t yoip 
tbirbcr ^ no more remains hap 
to love and praife for eternity, 

IX. THE DIGNITY 

OF M A N S'^ FINAL END.' 

WKen God created al 
things of nothing he 
alone lyas exiftent , what theti 
cpald he have inhiseyebathini 
felf CO be the final end of al his 
yvorks? wherefore to the infe- 
rior Creatores in this world he 
js their final end , bat to Angels 
and Men vvho are endued with 
rcafon , he is not only their final 
end , bat aI(o their Qb|c(5tive 
Beatitude. Hence appears tha 
excellence of human natnre 
which is cqualy ranlc'd with 
Angels : for the value of every 
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being is cfcrivcd from the ipnd 
to which ii. is 4cfigoeol : npYy 
the end of roan being the (amq 
' with that of the blcflcd fpirjtj, 
confequently he is flot inferior 
to ihcni in the high prerogati- 
ve of his Being. That he is 
our final end , Saint Auftin 
Iwcctly infinoatcs, faying; 
Oodf should you give me al you ha^ 
yemaehy ytt "plpithmt yow jelf thtf, 
"Sfould not reach tO(\uiet my imUna- 
tiott \>hich capnot he centerd but in 
you alqae. And that he is OQt 
objective beatitude, or fovercign 
good, this aflurance Almighty 
Qpd inipartcd to Abraham, dei 
glaring, that he hmfetf -^ouldt k 
our too great reft>arj. That is too 
great fpr our pictic , tho ppt 
^if>r his l^vc. 



R E "f l e X ro it 

OHtans to attain unto our jinaleui^ 

THcreis noihijDg more deli* 
ghcfttl thcrt to coPtcftipUcd 
God's method in the- ftaming^ 
and Compleacing miin from his 
creation to his eonrummation. 
F jrft he Wai pleafcd to draw him 
out of nothing y and give him 
iimpie natnVa^Beifigyy^t a Beings 
fo far (urpafTingin excellence al- 
other CrtfatUT*s of this inferiouc 
vi'orld as it-jttfVly prefigured foth" 
rare defigrt otthis gfcai Artift* i 
Next, Almighty God behol^/ 
ding tiiis hiS'Wofkirtiitiediatelyt 
depraved byfin, and throu m2itkS\ 
own fanlt Ungrateful to him that^ 
made him, yet he Woo Id not' 
let him perish, bat as at flrtt ht- 



hz6 (fragd him from nothing hf 
his puire goodttcfs , to likcvvife 
he woulcl ftfetvchtmBy i grel« 
tcr tcftimony of hvs gppdnc* 
horn the tvil Bcingof fiq^ft^hich 
is wors thcD nothing 43 Chtift 
declared of his erc^clierods A- 
poftle y it Hire 6eitef> h« bad nfpet 
Itta, had to tffe^ this He dc., 
fignd , $hat vyoadex of love, 
^pd mercy ia iheiftiiftcry ofoofr 
Redemption. 

Laftly our gresii ind good 
C.od who& bouttcyQS are beyond 
meaCore and ihcorapreheoliible 
WZ& fo carryed on by his pater< 
nal afFciJIipn to man , as his 
of natural Being by Crea- 
tion > and that of grace by Re- 
demption did not fil op the ex- 
tent of his liberality if or he be- 



lie]^ them: intcitnin'gted' wMck 
the mirerycs :'of cki» mortal 
lilb y' iwhcrcfbre be daigod co 
fopcn;id the exceUeac Being, of 
gtqcy by; the comiDunicacioii 
il* bis divine ^iTenee by aa ar« 
dboc love, a perbetaal )ox>.>aad 
by £ profofiott of al AC<j<in^^ 
Wbtcb attend ^ CiiiAm9,^^^ad' 
ibpereiiiiaeot a -ftaceof blif;. 

H6w to bayc the ebaBsAing^ 
fweeeqcs of oqr fiaal cii^ decif. 
pbci'dto tr? i ^od yci reniaia 
igiroradt ofihe means by which 

m^ay , arrive anto it, would 
alFoardus very Uctle fati&fa^ioo, 
kocfw tbercfore we are to cac 
oQt ocir way to this blelTed ftate 
by vertQous ^ and pious anions; 
t*ts true God tnighc have given 
it wicbottt exa^ing any thing 



it 6^t hands, boc the osdcr of 
bis Prbvidcncei hath decreed « 
that with Ubbor and psrin, wd 
shoold attain to onr otm^f): per*; 
fcCtioh : nor oogKt ^e tp Tepi- 
ne that (b great a ^ood sKcbld 
cofl IIS ft little Ivt^eac, and hard- 
shtpi ttpcciatl^ if vvt: re&e€t 
havV : onwearicilly we toyl out 
fcWes in the pbrfuit o£ fading 
treafores befides, God a(Ijfts us 
witb^^ iilt grace , and fuperna^ 
tara! ayds^ which joyad rwhith 
the knotty, combats a virtoons. 
lAan didains dor proportion his 
good works to the grcatttefs of 
tieatrradc , do purify, and pre* 
pare hiro for that fablime Itate. 
Whence Philo terms Indufliry 
the • fupcremincnt trcafurc of 
man and in fc^uel adds that 
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iioching great or generoiu is to 
be expected from a perfon who 
gives himfelfto cafe and plcafu- 
rc. For God did not Create 
man , and enrich him with 
ib many difl^erent habits , 
and facultyes , that he should 
keep his arms acrofsand dono- 
• thing J roan's ful rcpofe is not 
like that of a ftoaf which ar- 
riu'd at its center is unrooned) 
and withoat action: bnt as here 
we are to be inda(lrioas , fo in 
the term a foul is not repated 
happy bnt when atStaally in the 
enjoyment of God, tailing his 
fWeetnefs^ and intimately nni- 
ting her felf to his ciTcnce ^ froai 
\vhcnce, as from a brcaft she 
fucks a delicioufnefs that foc^ 



piflrcsalHtnagtaadon wherefore 
to difpofe laan for the porcbafe 
of this his utmoft pcrfe^ioo. 

He hachan appetite concrea- 
ted with him , by which he 
natarally loves God, ai^d moves 
Cowards him as to his Center ; 
beddes this motion infctted ia 
his nature , he is endued with' 
another appetite , which is a 
liberty granted to a<^ withoat 
any coaftraint; To that^is in his 
power to pnrfue this or ttut 
object at his choice , and tis 
iirom the management of this 
appetite, or free wil , he beco^ 
mes happy or miserable. Now 
chis noole faculty is wel dire- 
ftcd ¥vhen it moves , and is 
onked lo the wil of God ac» 
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hording to his precept: for thcfi 
God by his povyer enables him 
to ad| by his vvifdom regnlates 
his anions j and by his goodnes 
appHes them to himfelf asthdr 
final end. Then this free vvil 
happily addrcifed renders mans 
vocation fecare) by flight from 
fin and the pra^icc of vertnc. 
Bat again , when this free 
vvil is il addredcd by deviating 
from Gods commands , at^ting 
both agaiofl: reafon and obe- 
dience j God immediately ftops 
his aflivity , lends him no more 
hi^ dire^ing beams, for his 
goodnes cannot coopctate to 
what is evil j hence unfortu- 
nate man qnitcing his al guiding 
fpiriCj takes the rice of al his 



motions from his paflfronSj from 
the inftigations of the, Devil, 
and ffotn the attractive baits of 
the vvor Id I ich liforr y h im 
on to ihcT'f nrtuff of unlavvful 
pleafares and ratrsfk(5tions^ and 
foravvhilc drcncbc in thcic j.hc 
hugs hi mfc If in the enloymenr, 
as if they were his final end. 

Thus it appears how inexca- 
fable wc are if Wc mifs of pqr 
glorious final end , fincc it de- 
pends upon oarfelyes : nay To 
deviate from it wc muft even 
nfc violence j and cl;cck our na- 
tural inclination i We tnull bccom 
our osJii enemy , ungratcftil to 
our Creditor , thwart oor rcafou, 
forfeit al oar glorious prcten- 
fions^ atid break chroa al^thefe 
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chains to undo ourfclvcs. O what 
iafatnation ? That man »;ho is 
Lord of the univcrs, corichcd, 
with rcafon, adorn*d with beauty, 
evcn.topcrfc6lion,that4ic might 
be as it were a miracle to the 
reft of creatures here beneath , 
should be thrown down from 
al thefe prerogatives , quit a 
Sovereign good to becom a (lave 
to unruly paflions , raifd in hira 
by fin. 

Now the beft prcfervative in 
this our tottering condition is , 
never to do any thing rashly , 
but (irft confidcr whether it co,n^. 
duces to. our fupematoral and 
blefled endj if^fc, then let our 
fg?c. wil embrace it j if other- 
Vvifc, let the fame noble faculty 



(175) 

reje^ it , as a thing onlawful, 
and unworthy our imnioctal 
Being. So chat (leering our ac- 
tions by the impuls ot otnr fi-ee 
. wil joynd with grace, which is 
never denied to the humble (up- 
plianc , wc may attain ro our 
beatitude with a ful fatisfadlionj 
for doubtles when we shal ar- 
rive at that ftate of B lifs , the 
rcfledion that we have don fom 
thing in fom little meafure by 
the concurrence of oiir free wil 
in order to its acquifition , wil 
prove no frnal ingredient to ouf 
contentment, 

TH E PRAYER. 

OQod, tfhd haflgty>tn to mm 
a heart more capacious thaw 
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tht iMe Toorld^ and in his X2rtd» 
4/09 allotied to him for his fortiou 
€eU^iat glory J let me not perhh by 
a, ^itpid ignorance of Tifbat I am 
and mtrf he : hut enahie me 'ifithyow 
^raee ahtays to correjpond Kfith tht 
greatnes of my hirth-right j ondfKver 
yteld to the ihildnh haits of fiesh 
and blmd^ fofar as to hlemish my 
pretenjions ^or in the ieafi haT^rdmy 
eternal inheritance. Enlighten, m to 
diftingtttih httt^een ttemal and tern' 
poral interest: that I may not pur jut 
a jhadoTtf of happine/s , and forfeit 
tbefuhjiance ofa real felictty , ffibiah 
is net found hut in you nty God by 
obeying your holy commands , for to 
iheir exa0 puformjnce is anwoced 
the promi/e of a life ittrnaly happy . 
Amtn, 
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X. A MEDITATION 

ON MAN'S BEATITUDE, 



THat objcd w hich is cit 
pablc to beatific man 
oDght CO contain within it felf 
al perfcdtlons , and onivcrfally 
whatever is ^ood : for if defi- 
cient' in the. leafl: , that defe6|b 
win render a foul > unfatisfied. 
Befides , it muft commonicatc 
this plenitude in fuch manner 
as not to be cxpofcd to any 
shadow of danger that it may 
be ravish c from her , for the 
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want of this fccarity will keep 
her always in fufpenfe, and give 
a check to her complcat hap-^ 
pincfs * hence we may conchide, 
that no created obje^ having a 
vcrtae withbut limit or change, 
confcquently it belongs only to 
God who is infinit , and thac 
ho al6nc can lay the heart of- 
man it Fed, and glue al hisde-* 
fires. 

REFLEXION. 

Iti ^eatifude d our dtfms an 
accdmpUih'i, 

SAirt'Auilin ^aysthat there 
is a mutual entcrchangc 
between God and the blelTtid j 
' God docs poffefs the bleffed as 
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his pecaliar and appropriated 
good ; the bleflcd God , as their 
proper inheritance ; and togC" 
ther with him they pofTefi al 
ocher things : for earthly in* 
dowments are feparate , power 
is not beauty » bcanty is not 
knowledg, and the like ; hoc 
in heaven you have whatever 
is great, or good, or plcafant, 
that can enter into mans ima- 
gination, and altogether at once 
without fuccefCon : for in eter- 
nity there is no pad nor fbtnre, 
al is wrapt op in the prefent : if 
onefenfe here be recreated, and 
we intent npori ic , the other 
fcnfes have no TacisfaiStion from 
their pleafing objc^s ( th6 ap- 
plied antp them ) for wane of . 



attcnrioa; bnc'tis not fo itibea* 
veti oar beatitude coniifls in 
the operation of the under (lan- 
ding, which is of a greater Ca^ 
pacity then the Organs of our 
lenfes , and confeqoently can 
deliciate it felf in a thoufand 
different objects ac> the fame ti* 
fne^ afrd fo intimately , that as 
iron red hot feenas to dived it- 
Telf of its own form to put on 
that of fire ; fo God wil peric» 
crate al the faculties of our foul 
as if she had loft her own Being, 
and becom one with him , (o 
that our hearts wil be at reil; 
Conformably to which S. Anftin 
fays, God wil be the accomw 
plishment of al our dcfires , 
Uternaliy to be feen , and unwca* 
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fiedtyco be loved. Eternally 
be fccn , b^caufe by a ;clcar vi» 
fion the bleffed wil be infcpa- 
rably united unto God 'as thei^ 
center » and fovereign good , 
which once attaind, they have 
nothing more to wish or deH- 
rc : Vnwearicdly to be loved, 
bccaufe he is ao Ocean of de- 
lights , an incsbauftcd (pring 
of perfedions , ftil creating a 
fresh appetite to behold and 
love him. Saint Gregory dys 
the Angels behold God and 
dciire £Q behold him , they 
ihirft to behold hiofi, even while 
they behold hini:that is> thsir ap-? 
petit is never cloy 'd, and their de- 
sires never Hackcn'd , nor abatedj 
both faiicty and dcfirc being 



joyncl together. So that ccleftial 
beaticude a^looits nothing of re- 
lenting; bat perfcAly cjuicts al 
oar pretentions. Onr foul ( fays 
the Royat Prophet) which i«as 
it were an Abyfs of infinit* ca- 
pacity , cals and pants after God 
who is an Abyfs of infinit great* 
nes, and who alone can teple« 
ni&h al her deHres. 

. There are three propcrtyes 
attend Beatitdde , the which 
(cttlc a Soulalwayes in aperfefb. 
calm , and tranquillity. One is 
that she is impeccable , fecore 
from the leaft deviation or (infal 
trefpafs. *rbis innocence fprings 
from the condition of Beatitude 
incompatible with (in : for ^ 
oul that bath a cUer vifion of 



Cod, behoU$ him Co beaotifufip 
fo iqaje(bioas » Gg accomplinhci 
in al pcrfe^ion, that she woxM 
not hazard the lofs for millions 
of worlds , befidcs to this viftoh 
is alwaycsjoynd an ardent afie* 
^ioD, and i.f S.PaoI amidft the 
ipilcryes .pf .J(his life defyed at 
Beings whatfoever ro feparate 
him from the charity of ] bsos 
Christ , much more in the 
fiacc of Glory ('which is free 
from al conteft) may the blclTcd 
defyc any to feparate them from 
God ; and tho our wil in hea^ 
vcn retain the poiTedion of her 
liberty, or free choice', yet 
there confined to what is good, 
and by confcquence (ecures a fool 
from the leall: fear of fin , and 



ietcfes ber ki a perfe^ peace ftod 
tranqatlUty. 

The next property of Beati- 
tade is* (hat a foal is erpbetlishd 
with a beauty ineffable ; for 
if a glorifycd body ootftrips the 
Sun in fplendonr , nuicb more 
Wil the (but be iUodrated by 
(he light of glory , as alfo by 
her ovirn glory confacnmated , 
which vvil beaotify her even to 
admiration , and immediately 
difpofe her to contemplate, and 
unite herfelf to the iofinir bean- 
tycs of her Creatoor :" for if 
grace here in this onr pilgrimage 
irradiates a foal to that degree 
as her rplendour is infopportable 
to a mortal eye , by the teftt- 
mony of S« Bridget in her reve* 



latiofls , donbtlefs ctie Ifghe of* 
glory vvKich is the pcrfeAio.n 
of grace yvil much add to her 
loftrc lfthen vvc cov«cfpmach 
to have ooi bodys here adorn J, 
if here vve arc fo paflionat afcer 
a beaucy that rerembles a sha- 
dow , more fleeting then the 
clouds , tarnisht vvhith every 
little feaver and totally rqind by 
tjoie , ah why do vve not rather 
pant afcer Beatitude , yvhofc 
charms are alvvaies vigoaroosy 
amiable, and renders qs in alcir - 
cumftances complcatly happy. 

The third property is that its 
joycs vvil be eternal this oar 
happy end , wil be without end: 
for it confifts in the vifion, and 
love of Qod , which two opera- 
tions 



uoQ$ ml never ceafe ; for God 
never witMrav^es jiis gifts 
from Creatures unlefs upon iom- 
ibing of dcflierit on their (uJc , 
no^' as CO this they are feeured 
being raided above the aiftivity 
of 4ny nacarai Agent which may 
any wayes caufe a prejudice to 
them. Laftlythe foulwil not de- 
prive herfclf of this her happi- 
peTs , for she beholds nothing 
in God that is not nnod per(e<^y 
and ravishing , for in him she 
eojoyes a fal repofe , abundance 
of fatisfadtion , and a delicious 
aiTuraoce of a glorious life for 
e{croity. 

In the primitive tiroes Chri* 
Aians were ufually ftyled dif^ 
cipl^s of heaven , and were fo 

m 



U»W;t from worMIy 

/J^iit to their divine ma- 

^ iic maxiines of Eternal fc- 

' ^rfuic of ccleftial glory. Nay 
be that appeard to covet the 
hangry Elements of this world, 
fo Saint Paul terms honor, 
wealth, and fenfual pieaiures, 
they proclaimd an ingrate,that 
hat forgot the price of his Re- 
demption ; for Chriftfirft open d 
to us a paifage unto heaven: 
next he purchafed grace by 
which wc are enabled to itsac- 
quiiition. Laftly he taught us 
in our Pater noiUr daily to pe. 
tition for that rich inheritance, 



H^ing , thy Kingdom coni ; yet 
^las tnan attends fo licdc to the* 
fc gracious blc flings , at it occa- 
Honed Saint Anftin to lamcnc 
with a kind of admiration , that 
man kind for the mon: part 
should rather feck his felicitjr 
in a world deficient then in a 
God al fufficient. 

There is no rational Agent 
that having propos'd to him 
felf an end , does not bkewife 
pitch upon fom means to arrive 
to tliis end. And ihcfe rnCiins 
ought alfo to have fom propor- 
tion to the end. Nt sv we a m 
at Beatitude which is to Charm 
and allay al our deHres : the 
means to compas this should 
be fitted with (om (quality which 



ten<Js and I^an* towards qoietj 
and certainty a veriuooi and 
Holy life does moft conttiboce 
to this end. For the beattciicb 
of Saints is a faered repofe, and 
delicioQS banqact , a joy and an- 
di Curbed peace. So the jaft 
here upon earth are replenisht 
with grace, which is the feed 
of glory , and this occafions 
onto them a perfedt tranqailli- 
ty oF mind * and their pafl?ons 
being reduced to a vi^ondrous 
caltn , they are dcliciated whith 
a pcrpctaal feaft.* every motion 
of their heart in pnrfdir of one 
and the fame objeift , which 
being infinit , anfvvcrs to al 
their longings. Nay vvc read 
pf holy perfohs who have been 



ovemhelind with fach a tor* 
rent of delights, that had they 
not beett moderated, they rouft 
nee^s have made a paflage nnto 
death. Hence tis evident that a 
life of fan^ity is a refemblance 
that approaches the neereft to 
a ftare of blifs, and may joftly 
be tcrmd the bcatitade of this 
mortal life. 

THE PRAYER. 

OGod t h^ort H^hofe gkuriom 
throni , tht /traphin$ . and 
al the yitfftd h heatno loTif dolpn 
their flaming heads ; adoring your 
greatnes , admiring your ditfine at- 
tril/utei , Md ralfisht Ifith eternal af- 
feSioaSy do inctjjantly chant forth 



your fraife : Grant to us yotir po» 
Jtrvants here under tryal that ift 
may imitate in fom 6ttU meafure 
your ceUHial Chorifts , paying our 
affiftd re/pe&s , hj affs of adora* 
Hon : Our ohedience, ly a perf0 
ok/ervance <^ your holy la'ifs : Our 
lope , iy a pure /acrtfice of al Tb« art 
and haiDe, to your /acred fifil md 
plea/ure : Aad as the fua pafies ever 
ordure tifithout iufefliug its Rays^ 
may Hfe in like manner pafi throu 
the Jordid haits of this "Vfiorld tmtil 
Hft arrive at thee our 6 Center and Je^ 
uereign good , after fifhich al motions 
and pretenfms f»il end in eternal 
tepoje, Arntn, 



THAT BEATITUDE 

ADMITS MO GKIEF OR. SADMEt« 

OWhat comfort to confi- 
dcr beatitude , which 
S. Auftin dciiDCS in few words> 
a joy of truth , bccaofe God is 
the foarcc of al verities : and 
in him we shal behold the 
Wonders of oar faith unvait'd: 
thofc divine rayftcrics which 
furpafs al imagination wil be 
drawn one of obfcurity into 
light , and ftrangely regale oar 
onderftanding , cauHng incfFa« 
ble joy vithin as » as to con- 
template the divine produc- 
tions, how the Son is coeternai 



atid con(dbftantiaI witfi the fa^* 
thcr, and how both by a ma- 
tnal love breath forth the Holy 
Ghoftjin al things equal to 4i!p 
father and the Son: to have the 
fnyftery of the holy £acharij(l 
flnlblded to us , how God Is 
pUafi to contract himfeif with 
in the compa« of a fmal hod 
and to be grafp'd by one oa^ 
wor^y hands. Tocontemplace 
the wonders of his providence 
in the govcrntnet of this world, 
how his divine vvitdoin has 
fb mafiaged the diflFereot events 
of haman actions as to make of 
them a hartnony of his glory: 
nay oat of the clashing , and 
thwarting malice of men , to 
draw forth good« This deer 

pro- 



prbff cia wit ta'yisb thi Mcflfe^ 
fot is the fiiii cfrligheehs aljc^dy 
^);^:Pic inftfiiipcnt of 'I'hic eye^ 
f0 (5od rccrtatcs ' b*«li* 
fi« 2f fofll bjr the ntid^ltarnJIftg 
fortifietl wi'*: the light of old- 
jyrtibVv t6 Ihlifoy whlafcfprTftgi 
firottf the ijnjjcpftjifldlqg -fto^ 
cec<ft i joy 'in^ the- wJJ i aiill 
By- hW ' rtodh the ■ krtoiu^lc^ 
of a taking xib}t& is? ^«ffc^^ 
in pro^f Qi^i^ the (embra- 
ces apd loves itj for the an- 
deribncRng • 'a'ftd wif afe con- 
duds by vyhich joy is conveyd 
qntpos niay irtdeedf (he vcr^ 
i^owcr, and fttiii of j6y. Hcnc© 
as the Wcflcd by tfee udderftairi-' 
ding contcinpiaie i^t D\v\m 
ZftencCf face Co fa^ , withoasi 

N 



^ny interposed wj^il y fo^tbe ml 
Enflim'd fromthU^rofpe^npf^ 
tcs it (0 by a love inefT^Hipl 
unto GOid ; the foiuitatn qF fl 
^ood. Thus the (oof by diaa 
uvo fAcolcies Dpitc4 to. the 
pioft roVcreign ad perfc^^ 
B'll :bc plppg'd in afi Ocean 
delights J., and lijcc ^ fpongcj^ 
replenishfd on a 1 ildcs. yf Ujx\ 
toy and ejiiltatipp^^;; ; / , 

■ f''- • ■• r ; 

SA iric Ajaftia rajToinating; a-, 
pon, tbic joy qf .tbc bl^lStcK 
cried out \ -6 joy above al^jpy.* 
w^lthout which there is np jpyj, 
iwy he purfucs his jtranfj^Orc 



Ayin^, that to pofTcs this |oy 
"for the Tpacc of one Jay > is 
more to be valued then the moft 
>xqiiifit pleafurc of this tVorld 
^for " Innoincrable years : buc 
\vh1lft our thoaghts arc cntcr- 
taind with rc!fli(5lions oil the 
joys of heave rt , noethinics tis 
a kind of fqlecifm to tiamfc 
fadncs or grief : firicc tllc Icaft 
cxhalatibn of any difconfqbt is 
for cwet bahislit that b'lcfTed 
Rcmori .* but as 'i black fctsof, 
anq adds luftrtf to a rare beauty , 
fo 'a glance of our condition 
here beneath ^ wil render more 
pretions Chat blclTecJ ftatc cx- 
^empt from at mifery'. 

Knc\v therefore in the firft 
ptacc thiat the goods of this 

' ■ ' : ■ • ^' . 



wotld are aUpt^ed to as for tit^, 

nat fojrjcpjoyflnciK : fo that 'b^ 
aroit^at^isjn the cenoor of the 
•gr^at , we pervert the orders 
of opr Creatoi , miiHn^ tli« 
thjc fubjcd of our ctijpynieqt 
^ vvbiich is only deHgncd <for tne 
.jcoov*^i)icn5C of opr vve) bein^: 
:hep<y: :iq reality therp is np 
.pli^fcrc or fatisfa^ipn opon 
fe4ft^;V^ip)i .^(for^f a trueaad 
coroflpat Jpyi Fijft; by'rcafoji 
'thc ^a^«rc of wbat 15 matfjeirof 
oijr |py here Bectiog : he]^t 
the <{h(inocab!cii?l of ogr oWfl 
.bpippuf > which. IS .:?p| to dote 
upon this fatisfaiS^ion tp ^zy, 
tp w&xtow cIoy$l with it is paf- 
ilonaiely tranfpprted in the 
parfujt pf anotbcr : lafHy ta 



that (1m conclofiotiof thcCc eoa- 
ttfnCDNiits is fi>r the oaoft pare 
iiecl'd with sepentanee : fo ebae 
tis clear wherethcirisnaftabi- 
liiy noc fecarity ia thbe mactec 
of OQil joy » thcfc muft aee<Js 
he either an ^ppfeheo'tioa of lor 
fiog k,Qrwearinc& in the enjoy 
fxicnc, and conTecjAcncly no true 
joy in the pol^dioir. 

Beiides, mantis compofedof 
cKfFcicat pftfts ,. by thtf oti« he 
, is cqaaU^d wicb Angek» by the 
other ran-k'd atnongil beall;s : 
mow ail! the p^eafures of oiht 
fen&rail part are (jin;a(lfi)l to 
ourfpif itttalfubllance: aod'Haoc 
tmk of oar (klighcs are Rich, 
in pfopOTiion jhcy give a check 
to our ratioirai part.:, and b^ 



Confcqncncc the joy arifiogfrocil 
thofe facisfaftions is very im- 
pcrfc6l. Ambition which afpi* 
res after honour and greatness 
is plea(<ed witti bended knees, 
applaufe of men , and the like: 
now al the/e begec no joy in a 
iruly wife roan , becaufe the 
glories of his foul ( which a 
lone merit refped ; arc tnvifi* 
ble , and above al the titles of 
honor the world can give. The 
latisfadtion a)(b which fprings 
from carnal pleafurcs is roach 
abated by our reafon , that looks 
upon them as coo low for an 
immortal being : the (anic of 
al other earthly contentments. 

Hence I v^-onder not that 
Sdint AuAiQ admiring Gods 



^tsdom in the conftication of, 
this world- shoald cry out : O 
what infelicity of mankind, the.- 
world is bitter, yet beloved , 
how, if pleafant , would is be 
doted on : the ivorld is fulof 
difturbance, yet beloved, what 
Would it be in peace and quiets 
how would they gather its fiovv- 
crs when now its thorns can: 
not Aop their, band ? aponthis 
ground he gives a notable cau* 
tion to beware of the world's 
fmilcs , and that we arc never 
more in danger then when wq 
appear to be its darlings , by 
which you m^y fee befides that 
the world has no true joy its 
very fcming joy is dangerous. 
That we may then arrive at 



(aocO V 

i^e f(Simi\n of ctM \6yr let trt 
joyn iff dt with this gftftt «&- 

its Casitts Mt teats J ^rr^wttid 
penitentlat fti^fs. in pnrfuattc^ 
Saint BttAzrd fays , O Gtttd 
Tffit^if il it fa f-^itt a ihiag 
iixep far ym f Tifhsi W it ii t$ 
rijoyce f^ith you? wherefore when 
the bkded sbal look back into 
this depraved and corrupted 
world, a Chaos of confoiion, 
a place orefpread with nets of 
icmpt^iiotts, aiid clattered with 
impediments of falvation, and 
thaP'by God« affifting grace 
they are drawn offclear from 
al its hazards, and mifcrics, O 
yvhat wings wil this add to 



their foyi' vvhat ittcetttivcs to 
fpend thcmfetves iti the par- 
hitue of pr^aife^ and becom a 
perpetual fifcrificc of thanks 
giving for (heif cdnraftMnaced 
Glory. 

THE PRAYER. 

OGoJ, Thou [age ruler ofd 
things Tfiho in the effabiish-. 
mm of your great family in thit 
inferior "Of arid, haft ordaind the tarth 
for our hope and heaven for our enjoy » 
ment : grant that I may never sTtfil 
my [elf in the puddle of Ea^ly 
fleajures , hut fill thirfl after thofe, 
pure refreihivents refervtd for us it 
the pojjejfm ofBeaiitads, Ttfhtrea 



( »02 ) 

f$l draught "^il ht reacbt to wfrom 
tbefouBtain af alMltghtSf tthereour 
tears shal la con'}terttd intd pearls to 
adorn our Cro'^ns^ our jighs and 
groans ^ into thr melody of AngtU ^ 
and our pious /adnes ani griff ri/t 
up into endks Miltes, Amen, 



FINIS. 



APPROB ATIO. 

CUm Vir exim't^ DcxStui 
mihi dcclaravcric , tibriim 
xui ciculus feqiicns appoficus efl; » 
Pious R efleciians and devout prayers 
mpon fttxrat points of Faith and 
morality^ from Mans Creation ta 
Ms confummation , Nibil conti* 
ncrc nifi conformc Sanx Ooc- 
trinx 6l bonis rooribos , per* 
jmitco ut Imprimatur. Datum 
Duaci Die lo Maii* ^'^^y 

j^ICOLAVS faSIP HVSVE LA 
VER 0V R E , S. TbeologU D)it<kr ^ 
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